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“As 2020 finds its way into the review mirror, we look into 2021 with hope and optimism that brighter days lie ahead.  If 

this year has taught us anything, it is that community matters. During a time when gatherings are few and far between, we 

have an opportunity to be thankful for the day-to-day interactions that make our community not just livable, but lovable.  

Whether it is conversation with a neighbor on a Sunday morning walk, children laughing together at East Lake Park, or 

spending time at a local restaurant, all of these seemingly insignificant events add up to what makes Okoboji special. We 

look forward to a time when normal is “normal” again, but will always remember this opportunity to appreciate our 

community and each and every one of us who do our part in making Okoboji cherished.” 

- Michael Meyers, City Administrator, City of Okoboji - michael.meyers@okobojictiy.com - 712.332.2550 
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NO PARKING - Effective February 1, 2021, there will be no parking on the odd addressed (or 

lakeward) side of Lakeshore Drive between the intersection of Givens Street/Lakeshore Drive and 

the City’s northern municipal limit (at Pikes Point State Park).  (Ord. 257, Approved 10/13/2020) 

STORM WATER DISCHARGE - All storm water discharge must be dispensed entirely upon the 

grounds of the contributing property and all such outlets shall be located at least fifteen feet from the 

curb of a City street (or at least one-half the distance from the edge of the building foundation 

whichever is smaller).  Discharge reaching the City right-of-way shall be in violation of 

Municipal Code if such discharge creates a public nuisance, is deemed hazardous, or creates the build 

up of ice. (Ord. 258, Approved 10/13/2020) 

DETACHED TRAILERS - No person shall park 

any unattached trailer on streets within the City limits 

except trailers utilized in a designated construction 

zone shall be permitted during times of construction. 

(Ord. 259, Approved 10/13/2020) 

EAST LAKE PARK - On November 6, 2020, the City of Okoboji formally 

introduced East Lake Park. East Lake park is located along Highway 71 and 

prominently features a replica Queen II playset, green space, picnic tables, 

benches, bike racks, bike repair station, public dock, and other amenities. In 

addition, the City (in conjunction with the Iowa DNR) is in the process of 

revitalizing the shoreline with native species. The City thanks Imagine Iowa 

Great Lakes for their substantial contributions to this project. This project 

also would not have been possible without the coordinated efforts of the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources and the 17 Oaks Condominium Association. 

COUNCIL CHATTER - Over the past few months, the City has been discussing two separate potential bond issues. 

The first, Series 2020A, is a refinancing of portions of the City’s existing debt. This refinancing will allow the City to take 

advantage of low interest rates and will save the City approximately $205,000 in interest over the next 12 years.  The 

City is also exploring a potential new money bond, Series 2020B, to help fund a necessary Lakeshore Drive project and 

resurface the Speier Park parking lot. The exact dynamics of the Lakeshore Drive project continue to be discussed and 

details of the project will be posted on the City’s website when available. - In other discussion, the City is doing a water 

rate study (more information on the back page) as well as moving into our Fiscal Year 2022 budget season.  

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CITY - Are you 

interested in being put on a mailing list to receive important 

communication from the City of Okoboji? Visit our website 

at www.okobojicity.com, hover over ‘Government’, select 

‘Mailing List’ and fill out the form provided.  



WATER RATES – In 1977, the City of Okoboji and the City of Arnolds 

Park entered into an intergovernmental agreement creating the Central Water 

System and Central Water System Board. Central Water System provides for 

the procurement, treatment, transmission, and storage of drinking water to 

jointly serve both communities. While created and owned by the two Cities, 

Central Water System operates independently and is governed by the Central 

Water System Board comprised of one representative from the City of 

Okoboji, one representative from the City of Arnolds Park, and one member 

at large.  

The source of all water in the City of Okoboji comes directly from West Lake 

Okoboji. The structure located on the southern end of Eden Street is the 

pump house which pumps water directly from West Lake north to the Central 

Water System treatment facility (sitting atop the hill near the water tower). From there, the water is treated and distributed to the Cities of 

Okoboji and Arnolds Park. (Central Water System also provides water to Iowa Lakes Regional Water)  The City of Okoboji and City Staff 

maintain the City’s distribution system.  

Presently, the City of Okoboji purchases water at a rate of $3.50 per 1,000 gallons. These rates cover the basic costs of operation and 

maintenance of the facilities. Furthermore, financing of water treatment capital improvements are the responsibility of each City.  

This and all water expenses paid by the City of Okoboji come from an entirely self-sustaining enterprise fund (“Water Fund”). The water system 

is supported entirely by the City’s water rates and water usage; no property tax or any other General Fund revenues are utilized.  

Beginning July 1, 2021, Central Water System will amend their rates from $3.50 per 1,000 gallons to $4.00 per 1,000 gallons. In addition, the City 

has identified the need for long-range planning pertaining to our water system. While the City has been fortunate not to have too much trouble 

with our water infrastructure, it is worth noting that a substantial portion of the City’s water mains are nearing one hundred years of age. 

Replacement of this infrastructure is and will be needed. As such, in an effort to continue to allow the Water Fund to support itself, the City will 

need to review water rates.  

The City is working with a financial consultant to do a complete review of the City’s water rates. This review is a comprehensive look at the rates 

paid to Central Water, day-to-day maintenance of the City’s distribution system, necessary upgrades to the City’s distribution system, and takes 

into account any and all future capital projects necessary for Central Water System. Over the course of the next few months, residents can expect 

water rate discussions at the Council level. The ultimate goal for our Water Fund is to charge exactly what is needed to cover our day-to-day 

expenses while responsibly setting aside dollars to plan for future improvements to the entirety of our drinking water systems all while keeping 

rates at a manageable level for residents and business owners.  

2021 COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Please note: Due to COVID-19 many Council meetings have been held either via Zoom or at the Pearson Lakes Art Center. 

Residents are encouraged to check the agenda prior to the meeting to determine location. 

| Jan. 12 | Feb. 9 | March 9 | April 13 | May 11 | June 8 | July 13 | Aug. 10 | Sept. 14 | Oct. 12 | Nov. 9 | Dec. 14 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

NATURE CENTER ROAD & HAYWARDS BAY RESURFACING - The Iowa Great 

Lakes Sanitary District has nearly concluded with the lift station and sewer line improvements 

within the City. Nature Center Road and portions of the Haywards Bay area (Alexander 

Street, Lakeshore Drive, & Center Lake Drive) will remain temporary surfacing through the 

winter in an effort to allow the street to settle prior to surfacing. It is anticipated that these 

streets will be surfaced in April/May 2021 as weather permits. More information can be 

found at https://www.iowagreatlakessanitarydistrict.com/haywardsproject/. 

SNOW REMOVAL - Please keep parked cars 

off of City streets during and after snow events. 

(City of Okoboji Code, Chapter 69.10) 

Parked cars are an obstacle to clearing the street 

and also pose a hazard that plows must 

maneuver around. Please give City Staff room 

when operating snow plows. 

SNOWMOBILES AND ATVS - Operation is permissible on City of Okoboji streets but is not permissible on Highway 71 or within Speier 

Park. Snowmobiles and ATVs are allowed on designated segments of the Dickinson County Spine Trail during the winter only. 

ZONING CHANGES - Two ordinances were approved on 10/13/2020 pertaining to the 

City’s zoning regulations. Ord. 260 provides more flexibility for properties zoned R-1 and R-2 

by allowing for a 10’ encroachment into the front and rear yard setbacks for decks and patios. 

This ordinance also allows for pervious walkways for R-3 zoned properties and impervious 

walkways for R-1 and R-2 zoned properties. Other amendments clarifying decks, steps, patios, 

and driveways were included in this ordinance. Ord. 261 provides for more flexibility in fence 

material. The full text of both of these ordinances is available on the City’s website.  West Lake steam fog on Dixon Beach 10/27/2020 


