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“Spring is always a time of excitement around the Iowa Great Lakes. As the snow melts away and we anxiously watch the 

ice creep out, we know that long summer days are right around the corner. It’s a joy to see our community become 

revitalized with energy and excitement. But most of all, we look forward to seeing you, our friends old and new. Know 

that City Staff is here for the residents of Okoboji Monday through Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm. If you ever have any 

questions, comments, or thoughts--please do not hesitate to reach out. We love hearing from you.” 

- Michael Meyers, City Administrator, City of Okoboji - michael.meyers@okobojictiy.com - 712.332.2550 
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YARD WASTE - The City of Okoboji will begin 2021 

curbside yard waste pick up on Wednesday, March 31, 

and will continue to be picked up each Wednesday 

during the growing season (as weather permits). Yard 

waste such as grass clippings, leaves, and brush may be 

placed in 30-gallon paper bags or yard waste containers 

not to exceed 40 pounds. 

Branches may also be bundled — limit the size of 

branches to two (2) inches in diameter, not longer than 

four (4) feet in length, and 75 pounds in weight. 

REMINDER - NO PARKING - Effective as of 

February 1, 2021, there is no parking on the odd 

addressed (or lakeward) side of Lake Shore Drive 

between the intersection of Givens Street/Lake Shore 

Drive and the City’s northern municipal limit (at Pikes 

Point State Park).  (Ord. 257, Approved 10/13/2020) 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CITY - Are you 

interested in being put on a mailing list to receive important 

communication from the City of Okoboji? Visit our website 

at www.okobojicity.com, hover over ‘Government’ select 

‘Mailing List’ and fill out the form provided.  

NOW IN SERVICE: In FY2021 the City of Okoboji 

purchased a new squad car to replace the oldest vehicle in the 

Police Department’s fleet. This new vehicle is officially in 

commission and on the road. - Did you know the City of 

Okoboji always has an on-duty police officer serving our 

community? For non-emergencies the Police Department 

may be contacted at 712.332.7845. For emergencies, dial 911.  

WEEDS & TALL GRASSES - Okoboji Municipal 

Code states that “dense growth of all weeds, vines, 

brush, & other vegetation” could constitute a health, 

safety, or fire hazard.  Failure to control could initiate 

the City’s nuisance abatement procedure. - Did you 

know Canada Thistle is classified by the State of Iowa 

as a ‘noxious weed’ therefore making it a priority for 

removal, preventing new infestations & stopping the 

spread of this species according to the Department of 

Agriculture (IAC 21.58). 

CLEAN UP DAY - The annual Clean Up Day will be 

on Monday, June 7. This is for items not normally 

picked up on regular garbage collection days. Please 

visit our website for additional information. The City 

does offer year-round pick up of “green tag” items to 

include appliances, electronics, furniture, televisions, 

tires, etc. 

COUNCIL CHATTER - To begin 2021, the City Council 

has primarily been focused on two major items. The first is the 

proposed late summer/early fall road resurfacing project. This 

project is currently projected to include Lake Shore Drive, 

Country Club Drive (east/west portion), and the parking lot 

within Speier Park. The total cost of these projects is projected 

to be $2.985M. 

The second item of focus has been establishing and adopting 

the Fiscal Year 2022 (July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022) budget. For 

the fourth consecutive year, the City of Okoboji’s property tax 

levy will remain the same, which is $4.75 per $1,000 of 

assessed valuation. -- Did you know all of the City Council’s 

agendas, minutes, and notices may be viewed on the City’s 

website at www.okobojicity.com. 



2021 COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Please note: Due to COVID-19 many Council meetings have been held at the Pearson Lakes Art Center. There may be a time in the near future that meetings 

will once again return to City Hall. Residents are encouraged to check the agenda prior to the meeting to determine the meeting location. All Council 

meetings are held at 6:00pm.  

| Jan. 12 | Feb. 9 | March 9 | April 13 | May 11 | June 8 | July 13 | Aug. 10 | Sept. 14 | Oct. 12 | Nov. 9 | Dec. 14 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

EAST LAKE PARK - Thank you to Imagine Iowa Great Lakes for their continued generosity towards East Lake 

Park. Imagine Iowa Great Lakes has graciously furnished a brand new poly wood dock to be extended off of the City’s 

property at East Lake Park. The new dock will be 104’ in length and allow for parking for up to eight watercraft. The 

dock will include a 36’ “T” section along with a new 6’ molded poly bench. This will be a wonderful replacement of the 

existing dock and continue to provide amazing public access on East Lake Okoboji for many to enjoy for years to 

come. For more information on Imagine Iowa Great Lakes, visit their website at www.imagineigl.com. 

GARBAGE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION - Between Memorial Day and Labor Day, residential garbage is 

picked up on Mondays and Thursdays. Recycling is picked up on Monday only. Please have your garbage and recycling 

curbside by 7:00am on collection days. If you have questions pertaining to garbage or recycling collection, please call 

Waste Management at 888.960.0008. 

The City of Okoboji also provides a recycling site located at the Spirit Lake Municipal Airport (1710 Sanborn Avenue). 

Cans, glass, cardboard, and plastic are accepted at this location for non-commercial Okoboji residents only. 
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U.S. 71 - The Iowa Department of Transportation is requesting 

public input for a proposed project on U.S. 71 from Okoboji 

Grove Rd (Arnolds Park) to East View Ave (Okoboji). The project 

will include removing and replacing the existing pavement. Many of 

the existing sidewalks will be replaced. The existing decorative 

lighting throughout the project corridor will be used as constructed. 

The project is currently programed for Fiscal Year 2023.  

The Iowa DOT is providing an online “at your own pace” meeting 

which will be available through April 12, 2021. To review this 

material, visit www.iowadot.gov/pim and click on “US 71 Meeting 

Online.”  This will be a self-guided tour of the proposed project 

and you will be able to submit comments and questions at any time. 

Comments and questions regarding the project should be received 

by April 12. 

If you would like to receive future email notifications or submit a 

comment or question regarding this project, go to: http://bit.ly/

iowadot3766. 

All questions pertaining to this should be directed to the Iowa 

DOT. If you do not have access to the internet or need assistance 

viewing the materials, please contact City Hall and we will put you 

in touch with the appropriate DOT representative.  

ARNOLDS PARK/OKOBOJI FIRE DEPARTMENT - APO 

Fire and Rescue provides multiple life safety services to not only the 

residents and visitors of the cities of Arnolds Park and Okoboji, but 

also to all who enjoy East and West Lake Okoboji.  

The Emergency Services Division of the department is currently 

certified at the Emergency Medical Technician-Intermediate level and 

has volunteers certified from the First Responder to the Paramedic 

Specialist level. 

The Water Rescue Divisions boast several Water Rescue Safety 

Swimmer certified members that are trained to respond with a 

personal watercraft specially outfitted with stokes baskets to rapidly 

stabilize and remove accident victims from the water. 

The Dive Team division of the FD has several open water certified 

divers that are also certified to Dive Rescue I certification. Several 

divers also have additional certifications such as Dive Master and Ice 

Dive certifications. 

The Fire Suppression division of the fire department certifies its 

members at the nationally recognized Firefighter I and Firefighter II 

levels and encourages all members to continuously study fire science 

when the opportunity arises. The department also boasts the county’s 

only fire suppression and water rescue boat. The boat is a 27’ Boston 

Whaler which went into service in 2003.  

If you are interested in the volunteer opportunities with APO Fire 

and Rescue, please contact 712.332.5260 or visit www.apofd.com. 

ZONING PERMITS - Please remember most construction and 

lakeshore landscaping activities require a permit from the City of 

Okoboji. If you are planning any such activities this year, please con-

tact Michael Meyers at City Hall to go over necessary regulations and 

permitting procedure. This process is efficient and will ensure com-

pliance with the City of Okoboji’s zoning regulations. 


