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THANK YOU, COUNCILMEMBER JERRY ROBINSON - “On behalf of the City of
Okoboji, I want to personally thank you for your dedicated 16 years of service to our community.
You had served this city with distinction and it is clear that you loved this city, took pride in your
role, and your voice made Okoboji a better place for all who enjoy it. You will be missed for many
reasons, but please know that your many years of public service is both appreciated and inspiring.”
- Michael Meyers, City Administrator, City of Okoboji.

Councilmember Robinson served on the City of Okoboji City Council from January 1, 2014,
through December 31, 2021. Robinson will continue his service to our communities as the
Okoboiji representative on the Arnolds Park-Okoboji Fire Board where he has served since the

Board’s inception.

WE WELCOME, COUNCILMEMBER DAN SANDERS - Dan Sanders was elected to the Council on November 2,
2021. Councilmember Sanders will join the Council beginning January 1, 2021. Prior to being elected to serve the community in
this role, Sanders was a member of the City of Okoboji Board of Adjustment.

Mayor Mary VanderWoude, Councilmember Julie Andres, and Councilmember Walter Mendenhall were also re-elected during
these same elections. The City thanks you for your continued willingness to serve. - Photo Courtesy of the Dickinson County News

U.S. HIGHWAY 71 - On December 14, 2021, the City of Okoboji City Council hosted a public meeting to discuss the
future Iowa Department of Transportation’s proposed U.S. Highway 71 construction project. The project is prosed to
comprise of approximately two miles of reconstruction from East View Avenue in Okoboji to past Arnolds Park
Amusement Park. Currently programed to begin in the fall of 2022 (with off-season construction), the City desired
further conversations pertaining to proposed detours, closures, and the proposal for one-way traffic through the Highway
71 corridor. More detail can be found within the December 14, 2021, minutes published on our website or through the
Dickinson County News article posted the same day. If you have comments and/or concerns pertaining to this project,
please do not hesitate to reach out to the City Council at council@okobojicity.com.

2021/2022 LAKE SHORE DRIVE RESURFACING PROJECT - Other than a few odds and ends, the south half
of the Lake Shore Drive resurfacing project is substantially completed. We thank the residents on this portion of the
project for their patience and will look forward to completing the north half (from Nature Center Road to Pikes Point)
in the spring of 2022.

The east-west portion of Country Club Drive was also completed in the fall of 2021, and the Speier Park parking lot will
be completed in the spring of 2022.
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COUNCIL CHATTER - The City Council for the City of
Okoboiji has recently given the go-ahead on two projects that will
happen in conjunction with the Iowa DOT’s Highway 71 project.
The first is new signal poles (and related apparatus) at three of the
four intersections in the City along the corridor. The current signal
poles are old and in need of replacement. The second project is to
enhance beautification along the corridor by adding a mixture of
decorative pavers and maintained sod along targeted points of the
corridor. These projects will be bid with the overall Highway 71
project. The Council has the right to review and reject the bids on
these projects.

In coming months the City will begin the Fiscal Year 2023 (July 1,
2022 - June 30, 2023) budgeting process. The City’s Finance
Committee will work to ensure a balanced and responsible budget
for the upcoming fiscal year.

HAYWARD’S BAY SANITARY PROJECT - This project has largely
been buttoned up for the winter months. In the spring of 2022,
temporary gravel surfacing will be excavated and permanent asphalt
pavement will be installed. Other impacted areas will also be restored.

The City thanks the Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District for the investment
in our area and working to protect the Iowa Great Lakes. More

information can be located at www.iglsd-protectingourbluewater.com.

WASTE MANAGEMENT - As a reminder, after Labor Day garbage
collection now happens once per week. Garbage and recycling will be
picked up on Mondays only until Memorial Day 2022.

Please note when you sell property in Okoboji, your must call Waste
Management to cancel service. Waste Management can be contacted at
888-960-0008.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CITY: Are you interested
in being on a mailing list to receive important communications
the City of Okoboji? Visit
www.okobojicity.com, hover over ‘Government’, select ‘Mailing

from our website at

List’ and fill out the form provided.

Please know that City Hall is open Monday-Friday, 8:00am -
4:30pm, and City Staff is always present and willing to assist. If you
would like to reach out to the City Administrator directly, please
email michael.meyers@okobojicity.com.

MUNICIPAL CODE - On November 9, 2021, the City Council
formally recodified the City’s Municipal Code as required every five years
by State Law. During this process, the entire Code book was uploaded on
the City’s website. As a result, the website is completely up-to-date with
the most recent changes and amendments to the City’s Municipal Code.

https://okobojicity.com/government/ordinances/

SNOWMOBILES AND ATYVs - Operation is permissible on City
of Okoboji streets but is not permissible on Highway 71 or within
Speier Park. Snowmobiles and ATVs are allowed on designated
segments of the Dickinson County Spine Trail during the winter
months only. The City of Okoboji does not issue any additional
permitting for these types of recreational vehicles, however, users
are encouraged to reach out to Dickinson County and the Iowa

DNR to ensure no other permitting is necessary.

CITY STAFF - Congtrats to the following staff members who have
celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter: Tim Jensen (26 years),
Neal Houge (22 years), Thad Thomas (2 years), and Officer Josh Zigrang
(2 years). The City of Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our

community on a year-round basis.

SNOW REMOVAL - Please keep parked cats off of City streets
during and after snow events. (City of Okoboji Code, Chapter
69.10) Parked cars are an obstacle to cleaning the street and also
pose a hazard that plows must maneuver around. Please give City

Staff room when operating snow plows.

SPEIER PARK UPDATE - The proposed concrete pad and
shelter house at the Speier Park pickleball facility will happen first
thing in the spring of 2022. Weather caused the pouring of the
concrete to be delayed and City Staff felt it best to hold off until
spring to ensure a product of which the City can be proud.

West Lake
Okoboji, taken early in the

Geese on
morning on December 3,
2021 looking southeast on
Dixon Beach, Okoboji, Iowa.

For more ice safety tips from

the DNR
www.iowadnr.gov/fishing/

Towa visit:

fishing-tips-how-tos/ice-
fishing.

No ice is 100% safe, stay
alert!

2022 COUNCIL MEETINGS:

hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.

Please note: City Council meetings have returned to City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) Residents are encouraged to check the agenda prior

to the meeting to determine the meeting location. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not

| Jan. 11 | Feb. 8 | Mar. 8 | Apr. 12 | May 10 | June 14 | July 12 | Aug. 9 | Sept. 13 | Oct. 11 | Nov. 8 | Dec. 13 |

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com




