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RESURFACING PROJECTS - In May 2021, the City of Okoboji approved and embarked on a significant 

resurfacing project which including the following streets: Lake Shore Drive (entire stretch), Givens Street, Fort 

Dodge Point, Furlam Street, Eden Street, Fairfield Street, Dixon Street, Nature Center Road, Country 

Club Drive (east/west), Center Lake Drive, Funnel Street, and the Speier Park parking lot. In total, the City 

addressed the needs of nearly five miles of roadway. In addition to this, the City made some needed improvements 

pertaining to the City’s storm water infrastructure by modernizing and reconstructing several storm sewer intakes 

along the project route.  

This project is now nearly 100% complete and is expected to come in under the original budget. Some of the few 

remaining items include typical “punch list” items and areas of seeding and restoration.  The City thanks you for 

your patience during times of construction and we are proud to see the progress made throughout the community.  

COUNCIL CHATTER: 

R-3, Lakeshore Residential, Front Yard Setback - On June 20, 2022, the City of Okoboji Planning and Zoning 

Commission formally recommended for approval amendments to the City’s ‘Front Yard Setback’ for R-3, 

Lakeshore Residential properties (or more typically known as the “line of sight” setback). The proposed changes 

will first be introduced to the City Council on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00pm.  

For as long as the City’s zoning ordinance has been in effect, the City has 

utilized properties 200’ in each direction of a lake-adjacent property to 

help establish the front yard setback. After review and consideration, City 

Staff offered a revised process to the Planning and Zoning Commission 

utilizing just the two most adjacent structures to the subject property. 

Utilizing these two structures, the front yard setback will be determined 

by drawing a line joining the farthest projecting portion of each building.  

It is believed that this process will be more equitable, more easily understood, and help prevent encroachment 

towards the lakeshore.  There are many other details (and intricacies) pertaining to this process that can be found 

on the City’s website at www.okobojicity.com or feel free to call Michael at City Hall. 

Sherwood Forest- In August 2021, representatives of the Sherwood Forest presented to the Council their 

proposed use of the old Inn Golf Course. Representatives of the project will again be presenting to the City 

Council on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00pm.  

Speier Park Improvements - Budgeted for Fiscal Year 2023 are significant playground improvements to Speier 

Park. The City looks forward to working with the Park Board along with any other interested community members 

in envisioning  future improvements to the Speier Park playground.  

HAPPY CENTENNIAL, OKOBOJI! Did you know the 

City of  Okoboji was incorporated on July 28, 1922? That 

makes this July the City of  Okoboji’s 100th birthday!   



2022/2023 COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Please note: City Council meetings have returned to City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) Residents are encouraged to check the agenda prior 

to the meeting to determine the meeting location. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

| July 12 | Aug. 9 | Sept. 13 | Oct. 11 |  Nov. 8 | Dec. 13 | 2023 | Jan. 9 | Feb. 7 | Mar. 14 | Apr. 11 | May 9 | June 13 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

 

CITY STAFF - Congrats to the following staff members who have 

celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter.  Police Chief Jason 

Petersen (31 years) and Deputy City Clerk Jill Verdoorn (4 years). The City 

of Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our community on a year-round 

basis.   

VOLUNTEER WITH THE CITY - Periodically the City of 

Okoboji has open positions for our various Boards and 

Commissions. If serving and volunteering your time for the City of 

Okoboji is of interest to you, we encourage you to visit our website 

and submit an application for appointment located under the 

“GOVERNMENT” tab. The City appoints for the Board of 

Adjustment, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Park 

Board, and the Design Review Committee.  

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CITY - Are you interested 

in being on a mailing list to receive important communication from 

the City of Okoboji? Visit our website, hover over ‘Government,’ 

select ‘Mailing List’ and fill out the form provided.  

Please know that City Hall is open Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 

4:30pm, and City Staff is always present and willing to assist. If you 

would like to reach out to the City Administrator directly, please 

email michael.meyers@okobojicity.com. If you would like to reach 

out to the Council, please see contact information listed below. 

INTERESTED IN SETTING UP YOUR WATER ACCOUNT ON 

AUTO PAY? - Call City Hall and we are more than happy to assist in this 

easy and efficient process.  

WATER QUALITY REPORT - The 2021 Water Quality Report 

for Okoboji Water Supply can be found on the City’s website at 

www.okobojicity.com. 

THANK YOU - PICKLEBALL - Thank you to the generous 

donors who have 100% privately 

funded the new shelter located at the 

Speier Park pickleball facility.  The 

shelter was completed in June 2022. 

Please be aware of new grass 

growing in this area.  

ZONING PERMITS - Please remember most construction and 

lakeshore landscaping activities require a permit from the City of 

Okoboji. If you are planning any such activities this year, please 

contact Michael Meyers at City Hall to go over necessary regula-

tions and permitting procedure. This process is efficient and will 

ensure compliance with the City of Okoboji’s zoning regulations. 

YARD WASTE: 

The City of Okoboji picks up yard waste each Wednesday as weather 

permits. All yard waste must be at the curb no later than 7:00am on 

Wednesday mornings to ensure that it is picked up.  

Yard waste such as grass clippings, leaves, and brush should be in a paper 

yard refuse bag. These bags must not exceed 40 pounds per bag.  

Branches are also picked up but must be bundled. Please limit the size 

of branches to 2 inches in diameter, not longer than 4 feet, and no more 

than 75 pounds.  

The City requests that you do not dump yard waste in Summer 

Circle. If you would like to take green waste off site, you are encouraged 

to take it to the Dickinson County Regional Collection Center located at 

2260 220th Street, Milford, Iowa 51351. Residents are encouraged to call 

ahead (712.338.2549) to ensure hours of operation.  

GARBAGE: 

Waste Management is now picking up garbage twice per week within 

the City of Okoboji. Garbage days are Monday and Thursday. 

Did you know Waste Management offers a variety of garbage cart sizes? 

Options include a 35-gallon cart, a 64-gallon cart, and a 96-gallon cart or 

“bag service” if residents prefer not to have a cart. If you would like to 

explore alternative options, you are encouraged to call Waste 

Management at 888-960-0008. 

Recycling is picked up once per week on Mondays only.  

The City of Okoboji also has recycling containers located at the Spirit 

Lake Municipal Airport (1710 Sanborn Avenue in Okoboji). Cans, glass, 

cardboard, and plastic are accepted at this location for non-commercial 

Okoboji residents only.  

GREEN TAGS: 

All year round the City of Okoboji will issue ‘Green Tags’ for bulk items, 

electronics, appliances, and other related items. City Staff will pick these 

items up from the curb after a tag has been issued by City Hall. These 

items and associated fees can be found on the website under the 

‘SERVICES’ tab.  

HIGHWAY 71 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT - The City of 

Okoboji has been in conversations with the Iowa DOT pertaining 

to the reconstruction of Highway 71. It is anticipated that the 

project will be re-bid later this summer with construction planned 

to begin Spring 2023. If you are interested in learning more on the 

proposed project, please reach out to Michael at City Hall.  

GRANT RECIEVED - The City of Okoboji has received a grant 

from the Iowa Great Lakes Chamber of Commerce as part of 

Walleye Weekend 2022. The City will use this grant to promote 

public fishing areas, specifically at East Lake Park where we will 

add fishing rod holders and other accessories to the public dock. 


