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COUNCIL CHATTER- 

BROOKS NORTH LANE STORM SEWER PROJECT - In October, the City Council gave approval for a storm 

sewer project located on Brooks North Lane. The storm intakes at this location show significant separation and settling 

potentially allowing for water to compromise the integrity of the road. The project will include the repair and replacement 

of seven intake locations as well as some full depth patching within the Brooks North Lane cul-de-sac. It is expected that 

this work will take place in the early Spring of 2023.    

SPEIER PARK DRAINAGE - The Council has also given consideration to drainage improvements within Speier Park. 

During the October City Council meeting, discussions took place pertaining to the pooling of water on the back half of 

Speier Park that eventually runs to the west side of the park and then north towards Furlam Street. The intention is to stop 

the ponding of water and repair the erosion issues created by this drainage by regrading and putting the storm water 

underground. The Council may take formal action on this item in the upcoming months.  

FIRE HYDRANTS - Utilizing some of the City’s American Rescue Plan Act funding, the City Council in October elected 

to move forward with the purchase of fifteen new fire hydrants. The existing fire hydrants, primarily located along Highway 

71, are rusted and corrosive and in need of replacement. The new fire hydrants will be consistent with other fire hydrants 

throughout the City of Okoboji and have built-in oil reserves to prevent corrosion and other issues.  

NORTH END FLUSH - In an effort to improve water circulation on the north end of town, specifically during the 

winter months, the City in October purchased an automatic flushing system that will be installed on State property north of 

the City’s jurisdiction. This device will automatically dispense water at a prescribed time which will allow water within the 

City’s distribution system to remain actively moving further improving water quality. 

VICIOUS DOGS - In October the City updated it’s “Vicious Dog” ordinance. The update to the ordinance gives the City 

of Okoboji Police Department additional latitude when encountering dangerous dogs. With the updated ordinance, a dog is 

declared vicious when it has (1) attacked or bitten a person without provocation causing serious injury or when it (2) has 

more than once injured, without provocation, a domestic animal while off the owner’s property; and a dog is vicious if it 

has once killed, without provocation, a domestic animal while off the owner’s property, or when it (3) has been used 

primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or the dog is training for dog fighting, or when it (4) has been deemed a 

vicious or dangerous dog due to any of the aforementioned criteria by any other governmental subdivision. -- Ordinance 

No. 272 describing this in detail can be located on the City’s website at www.okobojicity.com/government/ordinances. 

HIGHWAY 71 PROJECT - The Iowa DOT has provided the City with some additional information pertaining to the 

upcoming Highway 71 project. Please find enclosed in this water billing a leaflet giving an overview and contact 

information for the IDOT’s project.  It is anticipated that the IDOT will have a website launching sometime in January to 

give detailed information and  up-to-date announcements.  

SPEIER PARK RENOVATIONS - Conversation continues pertaining to the replacement of the Speier Park playground 

equipment.  

WATER METER REPLACEMENT - Since 2018, the City has been in the process of replacing water meters 

throughout the entire community. As of December 2022, the City has installed 870 meters which leaves approximately 479 

meters remaining. During the December Council meeting, the City Council approved a quote to purchase and install 400 

meters scheduled for the Summer of 2023. If you have not yet had your meter replaced, please look forward to future 

communication on the topic this summer.  



2022 COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Please note: City Council meetings have returned to City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) Residents are encouraged to check the agenda prior 

to the meeting to determine the meeting location. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

| Jan. 10 | Feb. 7 | Mar. 7 | Apr. 11 | May 9 | June 13 | July 11 | Aug. 8 | Sept. 12 | Oct. 10 |  Nov. 7 | Dec. 12 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CITY: Are you interested 

in being on a mailing list to receive important email 

communications from the City of Okoboji? Visit our website at 

www.okobojicity.com, hover over ‘Government’, select ‘Mailing 

List’ and fill out the form provided.  

Please know that City Hall is open Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 

4:30pm, and City Staff is always present and willing to assist. If you 

would like to reach out to the City Administrator directly, please 

email michael.meyers@okobojicity.com.  

SNOWMOBILES AND ATVs - Operation is permissible on City 

of Okoboji streets but is not permissible within Speier Park. 

Snowmobiles and ATVs are allowed on designated segments of the 

Dickinson County Spine Trail during the winter months only.  

ATVs are permissible on Highway 71, but snowmobiles are not. 

The City of Okoboji does not issue any additional permitting for 

these types of recreational vehicles; however, users are encouraged 

to reach out to Dickinson County and the Iowa DNR to ensure no 

other permitting is necessary. 

SNOW REMOVAL - Please keep parked cars off of City streets 

during and after snow events. (City of Okoboji Code, Chapter 

69.10) Parked cars are an obstacle to cleaning the street and also 

pose a hazard that plows must maneuver around. Please give City 

Staff room when operating snow plows.  

For more ice safety tips from the Iowa DNR visit: 

www.iowadnr.gov/fishing/fishing-tips-how-tos/ice-fishing. 

No ice is 100% safe, stay alert!  

ZONING PERMITS - Please remember most construction and 

lakeshore landscaping activities require a permit from the City of 

Okoboji. If you are planning any such activities this year, please 

contact Michael Meyers at City Hall to go over necessary regulations 

and permitting procedure. This process is efficient and will ensure 

compliance with the City of Okoboji’s zoning regulations. 

CITY STAFF - Congrats to the following staff members who have 

celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter: Tim Jensen (27 years), 

Neal Houge (23 years), Thad Thomas (3 years), and Officer Josh Zigrang 

(3 years). The City of Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our 

community on a year-round basis.  

WASTE MANAGEMENT  - As a reminder, after Labor Day garbage 

collection now happens once per week. Garbage and recycling will be 

picked up on Monday only until Memorial Day 2023. 

Please note when you sell property in Okoboji, you must call Waste 

Management to cancel service. Waste Management can be reached at 888-

960-0008. 

DICKINSON ALERT - Did you know that you can sign up for 

‘Dickinson Alert’ to receive various types of notifications including severe 

weather alerts, snow removal alerts, road closures, utility disruptions, and 

more! Messages can come via text message, voice call, or email. To sign up 

for this informational service just visit the City’s website at 

www.okobojicity.com and click on the Dickinson Alert button on the top 

left side of the page. 

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS: 

Okoboji City Hall - 712-332-2550 

Waste Management - 888-960-0008 

Alliant Energy - 800-255-4268 

Black Hills Energy - 888-890-5554 

Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District - 712-338-2626 

Dickinson County Dispatch (Non Emergency) - 712-336-2525 

Okoboji Police Department (Non Emergency) - 712-332-7845 

Dickinson County Regional Collection Center - 712-338-2549 

APO Fire and Rescue (Non Emergency) - 712-332-5260 

Okoboji Post Office - 712-332-2466 

Dickinson County Courthouse - 712-336-6333 

Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery (Iowa DNR) - 712-336-1840 

Iowa Great Lakes Chamber - 712-332-2107 

Okoboji Tourism - 712-332-2209 

 

DID YOU KNOW if you visit the City’s website, under Services is a 

document titled the ‘COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDE’. This 

document lists dozens of other services offered in Dickinson County  


