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SPEIER PARK RENDERINGS - The City of Okoboji is excited to unveil renderings of the reconstruction of Speier 
Park playground. Following extensive discussions since 2020, the City of Okoboji Park Board has been diligently working 
to approve a design that meets the City’s core criteria and sets the stage for an exceptional recreational space. The City 
thanks Park Board members Shar Eckard, Gordie Mairose, and Scott Hunter. The City also thanks Beck Engineering as 
well as Mary Speier-Mairose for her extensive involvement and guidance in this process.  
 

Size Efficiency: To ensure easier and more efficient maintenance, we have carefully considered reducing the overall 
footprint of the playground. This approach will enable us to uphold the playground’s standards. 
 

Preserving Tranquility: Speier Park has long been cherished for its tranquil ambiance in the midst of the bustling Iowa 
Great Lakes region. We have prioritized preserving the park’s serene character, maintaining it’s position as a community-
orientated space rather than a destination park. The acknowledgement of the tranquility of Speier Park was always 
paramount in our decision making process. 
 

Aesthetic Appeal: The City understands the importance of aligning the park’s design with the expectations of our 
community. The proposed playground will boast an aesthetic that resonates with the unique charm of Okoboji. 
 

Aviation Theme: After careful 
consideration, the Park Board elected 
to move forward with an aviation 
theme for Speier Park. While water, 
fish, and boats are commonly 
associated with our region, we wanted 
to celebrate the proximity of Speier 
Park to the airport and aircraft that so 
uniquely fly overhead of park users. 
The aviation theme will reflect the spirit 
of small aircraft while adding a touch of 
excitement, imaginative play, and 
wonder to the playground experience. 
 

Maintenance:  Recognizing the 
challenges posted by the current 
location of the Speier Park playground 
under trees, we sought to make this 
d e s i g n  m o r e  m a i n t e n a n c e -
friendly.  Engineered wood fiber and 
poured-in-place rubber surfaces will be 
incorporated, ensuring simple maintenance for City Staff. Additionally, the new playground footprint will be strategically 
positioned to minimize maintenance headaches caused by tree droppings, sticks, and weeds. We have also created a patio 
area on the west side of the playground utilizing the natural elements and shade provided by the trees. 
 

Enhanced Accessibility: We are committed to inclusivity, and the new playground will be fully compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. In addition, proposed sidewalks will be introduced connecting the playground, the 
shelter house, and the parking lot, thereby increasing accessibility throughout Speier Park. 
 

Safety: Safety is and always will be of the utmost importance. The improved playground surfacing will feature enhanced 
fall protection measures providing a secure environment for play and exploration. 
 

For any inquiries or further information, please feel free to contact Michael Meyers at michael.meyers@okobojicity.com. 
The City will continue to fine tune the project with hopes of construction in Fall 2023 or Spring 2024 for this project that 
will being smiles, laughter, and unforgettable memories to our community.  
 

For full detailed renderings, please visit www.okobojicity.com 
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MISSED GARBAGE PICK UPS - As a reminder, Waste 

Management picks up your recycling and garbage on Mondays with 

an additional garbage only pick up on Thursdays (though Labor 

Day).  In the event your pick up was missed, please call Waste 

Management at 888-960-0008 to advise of the missed pick up.  

SUMMER CIRCLE DRIVE -  Dumping within the Summer 

Circle greenspace is in violation of City Code. Please help keep 

Okoboji beautiful by not dumping debris within Summer Circle.  

Parking overnight within the greenspace  is also in violation of City 

Code.  

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES - Please be advised that City of Okoboji Municipal Code states that pickup campers, recreational vehicles, 

and motor homes may be stored, provided however that the owner of the property is in fact the actual owner and further provided that said 

units may not be occupied. In addition, the unit must be stored in the REAR YARD of any one residence, and storage shall be in an 

INCONSPICUOUS LOCATION. Property owners who are in violation of this ordinance may be subject to a municipal infraction for each day 

that the violation exists.  

A list of campgrounds in the Iowa Great Lakes can be found at www.vacationokoboji.com/stay. 

ZONING PERMITS - Please remember most construction and 

lakeshore landscaping activities require a permit from the City of 

Okoboji. If you are planning any such project this year, please 

contact Michael Meyers at City Hall to go over necessary regulations 

and permitting procedure. This process is efficient and will ensure 

compliance with the City of Okoboji’s zoning regulations. 

CITY STAFF - Congrats to the following staff members who have 

celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter. Police Chief 

Jason Petersen (32 years) and Deputy City Clerk Jill Verdoorn (5 

years). The City of Okoboji celebrates all that you do for our 

community on a year-round basis. 

CLEAN UP DAY - Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

annual City of Okoboji Clean Up Day which took place on June 5, 2023.  

City Staff collected approximately 12 tons of material that was either 

recycled or brought to the landfill. 

COUNCIL CHATTER - As we head into the prime summer months 

the Okoboji City Council has been busy. In April, the Council approved 

the Fiscal Year 2024 (July 1, 2023—June 30, 2024) Budget. This 

budget set a levy of $4.75 per $1,000 in valuation which represents a level 

tax levy for fifth consecutive year.  

The Council also discussed FY24 water rates and made amendments to 

those rates. The quarterly minimum for water rates will remain the same, 

however, the overage costs will be amended to $9.20 per 1,000 gallons of 

overage.   

In May the Council approved a patching project to patch portions of the 

City’s streets with emphasis on Stake Out Road.  

As part of the June City Council meeting, the Council approved a civil 

engineering proposal for a resurfacing project for Stake Out Road with 

hopes of potential construction in FY25.  

Further, the Council approved an engineering proposal for a recreational 

trail along Sanborn Avenue parallel to Sanborn Avenue from Highway 

71 to Speier Park. Construction timelines on this project remain to be 

determined but the City recognizes the importance of public safety and 

mobility along Sanborn Avenue.  

The Council also finalized the City’s Lake Shore Drive resurfacing 

project, the Books North Lane storm sewer project, and the Holliday Way 

drainage project. Lastly, the Council approved quotes for items budgeted 

for FY24.  

EAST LAKE PARK - Sadly the sailboat at East Lake Park was damaged 

in the late spring. For safety purposes, the City has removed it and is 

working with the manufacturer to secure the necessary parts to fix it.  

GOLF CART PERMITS - The City of Okoboji DOES NOT require 

permits for your golf cart. Recently the City of Arnolds Park implemented 

a golf cart permit, this is only applicable in the City of Arnolds Park.  

WATER QUALITY REPORT - The 2022 Water Quality Report can be 

found online at www.okobojicity.com/general-services. Once on this 

page, scroll down to the WATER section to find the link to the report.  

FIREWORKS - Chapter 41.12 prohibits the use of fireworks 

within the City of Okoboji. More specifically it states, “It is unlawful 

for any person to offer for sale, expose for sale, sell at retail, or use or explode 

any fireworks.”  

RADAR SIGN ON STAKE OUT ROAD - Recently the City 

installed a permanent speed radar sign on Stake Out Road. This 

sign has reduced speeds on Stake Out Road by 10%. The City 

also thanks Dickinson County, Dickinson County Trails, and City 

of Okoboji Public Works for their work on brush and tree removal 

within the right-of-way at this location in an effort to increase 

visibility along this heavily used corridor.  

HIGHWAY 71 PROJECT - The Highway 71 reconstruction 

project will resume on September 5, 2023. The closure of the 

causeway is scheduled for September 18 and will last for 

approximately 4 weeks. More information is available on our 

website.  

2023 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the 

agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please 

do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

| Jan. 10 | Feb. 14 | Mar. 14 | Apr. 11 | May 9 | June 13 | July 11 | Aug. 8 | Sept. 12 | Oct. 10 |  Nov. 14 | Dec. 12 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

 


