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SPEIER PARK PROJECT UPDATE - At the 

City Council meeting on September 12, 2023, it was 

determined that the lone bid received for the 

concrete, site work, and drainage portion of the 

Speier Park replacement project exceeded our initial 

cost estimates. The limited availability of local 

contractors, given the proposed project timelines, 

was identified as a contributing factor to the lack of 

competitive bids. In response, the City has opted to 

reissue the project for bidding with extended 

timelines, aligning with our commitment to manage 

costs effectively. Consequently, this adjustment may 

potentially result in the replacement of the 

playground equipment being rescheduled to late 

summer or early fall of 2024. We appreciate your 

understanding and support as we navigate these 

necessary adjustments to ensure the success of the 

Speier Park playground project.  

The City conducted an auction for each piece of 

existing playground equipment, successfully raising a 

total of $19,427. It is important to note that the 

existing playground will remain in place until the City 

is prepared to proceed with the project’s next phases. 

 

HIGHWAY 71 RECONSTRUCTION - For comprehensive details, including staging plans, maps, webcams, 
and additional information, visit the City of Okoboji website at www.okobojicity.com. Simply click on the 
“HIGHWAY 71 RECONSTRUCTION INFORMATION” link on the top left corner.  
  

 STAGE 2 KICK-OFF: The Highway 71 reconstruction project’s Stage 2 commenced on September 5, 2023. 
 

 CAUSEWAY CLOSURE: The causeway completely closed on September 18, 2023. It is expected to remain 
closed for four weeks, reopening around October 13, 2023.  

 

 OTHER AFFECTED AREAS: Alongside the causeway, Stage 2 will impact the east part of the Sanborn 
Avenue and Highway 71 intersection. There will also be a complete replacement of Highway 71 from Lake 
Shore Drive to Sanborn Avenue.  

 

 BUSINESS ACCESS: All businesses along Highway 71 will remain accessible throughout all project stages. 
 
Detailed questions pertaining to this project can be directed to the Iowa Department of Transportation. You can 
find contact information at www.iowadot.gov/lakes71/Contact-us. 

2024 University of Okoboji 
Winter Games 

 
January 25-28, 2024 

 
More information at  

www.uofowintergames.com 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OFFICER JOSH 

ZIGRANG OF THE OKOBOJI POLICE 

DEPARTMENT - On September 23, 2023, Officer Zigrang 

was awarded the ‘Law Enforcement Person of the Year 

Award’ by the Dickinson County EMS Association. A great 

distinction for Officer Zigrang who stated, “It’s an honor and 

privilege to serve the people of Dickinson County and I never take for 

granted the calling in which I am here”. During his award 

presentation, the DCEMSA specifically noted an incident 

earlier this year where Officer Zigrang assisted with the Spirit 

Lake Police Department 

with a domestic incident 

involving a firearm. 

Officer Zigrang used his 

abilities as a hostage 

n e g o t i a t o r  t o 

successfully defuse the 

situation which lead to a 

peaceful surrender. 

Congratulations to 

Officer Zigrang and an 

excellent representation 

of the entire Okoboji 

Police Department who serve our community on a daily basis. 

Opened on 09/28! 



YARD WASTE: 

The City of Okoboji picks up yard waste each Wednesday as 

weather permits. Yard waste such as grass clippings, leaves, and 

brush should be in a paper yard refuse bag. These bags must not 

exceed 40 pounds per bag.  

Branches are also picked up but must be bundled. Please limit the 

size of branches to 2 inches in diameter, not longer than 4 feet, 

and no more than 75 pounds.  

The City requests that you do not dump yard waste in Summer 

Circle. If you would like to take green waste off site, you are 

encouraged to take it to the Dickinson County Regional 

Collection Center located at 2260 220th Street, Milford, Iowa 

51351. Residents are encouraged to call ahead (712.338.2549) to 

verify hours of operation.  

All yard waste must be at the curb no later than 7:00am on 

Wednesday mornings to ensure that it is picked up.  

CITY OF OKOBOJI ELECTION INFORMATION: 

The City/School Election will be held on November 7, 2023, and polls 

will be open from 7:00am - 8:00pm. 

Absentee voting will begin October 18, 2023, through November 6, 2023 

(not open on Saturday or Sunday). 

If you are planning to vote by mail you must fill out an absentee ballot 

request form and either mail this request form or drop it off at the 

Dickinson County Auditor’s Office. The Auditor’s Office will be mailing 

ballots 10/18 through 10/25 only. Any absentee ballot request forms must 

be received by the Auditor’s Office prior to 10/25.  

Voting will take place at the City of Arnolds Park Fire Station (156 

Highway 71, Arnolds Park, Iowa). Voting will be located in the fire station 

connected to the Arnolds Park City Hall.  

Should you have questions, please contact the Dickinson County Auditor’s 

Office at 712.336.3356 Ext. 7.  

DO I NEED A ZONING PERMIT ISSUED FROM THE CITY OF OKOBOJI? 

INTERESTED IN SETTING UP YOUR WATER 

ACCOUNT ON AUTO PAY? - Call City Hall and we are more 

than happy to assist in this easy and efficient process.  

2023/2024 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the 

agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. Agendas are posted on the City’s website, the Okoboji Kum and Go, the Okoboji Post Office, and 

City Hall. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

| Oct. 10 | Nov. 14 | Dec. 12 | Jan. 9 | Feb. 13 | March 12 | April 9 | May 14 | June 11 | July 9 |  Aug. 13 | Sep. 10 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

 

Yes: No: 

 New Homes 

 Additions & Footprint Alterations 

 Relocation of a Structure 

 Replacement of Decks, Patios, and 
Driveways 

 New Decks and Patios  

 Fences 

 Sheds 

 Carports 

 Garages 

 Driveways 

 Signs 

 Lakeshore Landscaping 

 Boathouse Repairs 

 Roofing 

 Interior Remodels 

 Minor Repairs and Maintenance 

 Siding 

 Retaining Walls (so long as they are retaining earth) 

 New Windows (unless egress window) 

 Landscaping (outside of the lakeshore) 

 Basic Lakeshore Maintenance (please check with City) 

 Electrical, Mechanical, and Plumbing Repairs 

 Sheds 100 sq.ft. or less in size on a non-permeant foundation. 

 Erosion Control Devices (silt fence, silt log, etc.) 

* Please use this as a reference guide only, all projects 

are different. When in doubt, residents are strongly 

encouraged to call City Hall and speak with Michael 

prior to any work being done (including demolition). 

We are here to help you through the process to ensure 

proper permitting, if necessary, has been acquired. The 

permitting process is very efficient and the City desires 

you have a successful project. We are happy to meet 

you on-site or work with your preferred contractor as 

needed.

WATER METER PROJECT  - Over the past five years, the City of 

Okoboji has been working on replacing water meters for all City of 

Okoboji water customers. As of the end of this summer, this project is 

substantially complete with less than 100 meters remaining. These new 

water meters will allow City Staff to more efficiently read meters as well 

as data log meters to review down to the hour when water is being used. 

This will be of great benefit to water customers as the City will be able to 

earlier detect excessive use potentially due to a water leak. 

PUBLIC DOCK RENEWALS  - For those residents who have a 

public access dock, please be on the lookout for future 

communication this winter as all docks permits will need to be 

renewed for 2024-2028.  

Our thoughts remain with the City of Algona 

Police Department, the Algona community and the 

family of Officer Kevin Cram. On September 20, 

2023, Police Chief Jason Petersen and Office Josh 

Zigrang represented the City of Okoboji attending 

Officer Cram’s funeral in Algona, Iowa. 

FOR PUBLIC BID - The City is currently taking 

sealed bids for the following pieces of equipment. If 

you are interested, please contact City Hall.  

 2014 Chevrolet Tahoe 

 Bobcat Snow Blower Attachment 

 Snow Blower Truck Loading Chute 


