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COUNCIL CHATTER- 

IOWA DOT HIGHWAY 71 PROJECT - Stage 3 of 4 of the Highway 71 reconstruction project has begun in the 

Iowa Great Lakes region. Within the City of Okoboji, this current phase will impact the northbound lanes from 

north of Sanborn Avenue to Stakeout Road. Throughout this phase, two-way traffic will be maintained on Highway 

71 within the City of Okoboji. Stake Out Road will be closed at the Highway 71 intersection and turning on to or 

off of Stake Out Road will not be an option. Instead, traffic is detoured to Okoboji View Avenue and Exchange 

Street.  

There will be no road construction between Memorial Day and Labor Day. Access to all businesses along 

Highway 71 will remain open during all phases of construction. 

For maps, publications, schedules, construction alerts, and contact information, you can visit the City of Okoboji’s 

website at www.okobojicity.com and click the link on the top left corner “HIGHWAY 71 RECONSTRUCTION 

INFORMATION—Updates” or visit the IDOT’s website at www.iowadot.gov/lakes71. 

FISCAL YEAR 2025 BUDGET - The City Council and City Staff have been hard at work finalizing the Fiscal 

Year 2025 budget. Residents should be receiving a mailing from Dickinson County showing the ‘Proposed Property 

Tax Levy’ for the upcoming fiscal year. This mailing will not only represent the City of Okoboji’s proposed property 

tax levy, but also any other taxing entity for your property.  

The City of Okoboji is proposing a consolidated general fund levy of $3.99 per $1,000 of taxable valuation. For the 

past six years, the City’s levy has been $4.75 per $1,000 of taxable valuation. The proposed levy for Fiscal Year 2025 

represents a 16% decrease in the City’s overall levy.  

Some budgetary highlights for Fiscal Year 2025 include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stake Out Road project will be a financially significant project that the City is proposing to pay for in all-cash 

thanks in part to years of setting aside funding in an effort to avoid taking on additional debt.  

Residents can find the City of Okoboji’s proposed property tax information located on our website. The public 

hearing for the proposed property tax rate will take place April 9 at 5:30pm. The Fiscal Year 2025 budget will be 

considered for adoption on April 29. 

2024 Walleye Weekend 
 

May 4-5, 2024 
 

More information at:  
okobojichamber.com/walleye-

weekend/ 

 Stake Out Road - Mill and overlay of Stake Out 

road while also widening the street to improve 

usability.  

 Speier Park renovations - Complete the Speier 

Park renovation project which began in FY23 with 

a targeted completion in the fall of 2024. 

 New riding tractor to better maintain right-of-

ways and other smaller areas.  

 Lexipol - Public safety policy management system 

for the Okoboji Police Department. 

 Hiring of a shared full-time ‘Investigator’ between 

the City of Okoboji and the City of Arnolds Park. 

 gWorks FrontDesk - Updated accounting and 

utility management software for City Staff including 

an enhanced opportunity for citizen engagement 

through online billing, bill pay, and other features. 



CITY STAFF - Congratulations to the following staff 

members who have celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past 

quarter: City Administrator Michael Meyers (6 years), Police 

Officer Brent Sexton (8 years), and Police Officer Scott Colt (6 

years). The City of Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our 

community on a year-round basis.  

DID YOU KNOW?  In total, there is 125+ years of combined 

experience among all City Staff members.  

YARD WASTE: The City of Okoboji has resumed picking up yard waste 

each Wednesday as weather permits. Yard waste such as grass clippings, 

leaves, and brush should be in paper yard refuse bags. These bags must not 

exceed 40 pounds each.  

Branches are also picked up, but must be bundled. Please limit the size of 

branches to 2 inches in diameter, not longer than 4 feet, and no more than 75 

pounds.  

All yard waste must be at the curb no later than 7:00am on Wednesday 

mornings to ensure that it is picked up.  

The City will update the City’s website when yard waste collection will end for 

the season. 

The City requests that you do not dump yard waste in Summer Circle. If 

you would like to take green waste off site, you are encouraged to take it to the 

Dickinson County Regional Collection Center located at 2260 220th Street, 

Milford, Iowa. Residents are encouraged to call ahead (712.338.2549) to ensure 

hours of operation.  

INTERESTED IN SETTING UP YOUR WATER 

ACCOUNT ON AUTO PAY? - Call City Hall and we would 

be happy to assist in this easy and efficient process. Residents 

are also welcome to pay their water bills online with a credit or 

debit card. To do so, visit our website at www.okobojicity.com 

and click on the ‘CLICK TO PAY NOW’ link on the left side 

of the homepage.  

2024 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the 

agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. Agendas are posted on the City’s website, the Okoboji Kum and Go, the Okoboji Post Office, and 

City Hall. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

| Jan. 9 | Feb. 13 | March 12 | April 9 | May 14 | March 12 | June 11 | May 14 | July 9 | July 9 |  Aug. 13 | Sep. 10 | Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 10 | 

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com 

 

OKOBOJI CLEAN UP DAY - The annual Clean Up Day will be on Monday, June 3, 2024. It will be one-day 

only. Clean Up Day is designated to pick up items not normally picked up for regular garbage collection and is for 

residential only. Please limit the weight of items you wish to have picked up and have items at the curb before 

the designated day. Be sure all planks and boards are cut to not exceed 6 foot in length for disposal. Batteries, paint, 

insecticide cans and other hazardous waste will not be picked up. 

The City will NOT collect the following special items for free on Clean Up Day: white goods (appliances), brown 

goods (electronics), televisions, stuffed furniture, car tires, truck or tractor tires. Tags must be purchased for 

collection of these items. Residents may use this tag system all year round to dispose of these types of 

unwanted items.  Pricing for tags can be found on our website.  

BOARD MEMBERS - Please welcome and a big thank you 

to the following residents who were recently appointed by the 

City Council to volunteer their time to make the City of 

Okoboji a better place for all: 

Park Board - Gordon Mairose, Shar Eckard 

Design Review Committee - Mary VanderWoude, Katy 

Gibson, Denise Norland 

Would you like to be involved in the City of Okoboji 

government?  We will keep a list of residents who are 

interested in serving on the various Boards and Committees of 

the City.  Please visit the City of Okoboji website, hover over 

the ‘Government’ tab, and select Application for 

Appointments to fill out the application form.  

PERMITTING - It is that time of the year when spring projects take shape. Please contact the City for appropriate permitting for all 

construction projects and lakeshore landscaping projects that you are planning to start this spring or summer. Please contact Michael 

Meyers at michael.meyers@okobojicity.com or 712-332-2550. This process is efficient and will help ensure that your projects are compliant 

with all City of Okoboji zoning codes.  

WATER METER PROJECT SUCCESS STORY - Over the past six 

years, the City of Okoboji has been replacing water meters throughout the 

community. These meters allow City Staff to not only gather readings more 

efficiently, but also allow the City to provide very detailed data logging of 

usage. Previous to these new water meters, City Staff walked our entire 

community pulling readings off of meters. Today, we can drive through the 

community and read a majority of the meters within hours. The ability to 

quickly pull this data has allowed City Staff to more effectively catch water 

leaks and other high usage events as they are happening. This past winter, 

City Staff was able to catch multiple high usage situations potentially saving 

the property owners hundreds of dollars on their water bills, and in some 

situations, preventing further property damage.  


