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COUNCIL CHATTER -

FLOODING AND LAKESHORE BANK COLLAPSES—As of this newsletter, the City of
Okoboji and the Lakes Area are recovering from a significant rainfall and high water event. This historic
rainfall has posed numerous challenges for our community and many others across Northwest Iowa.
Okoboji has seen extensive property damage, localized flooding, and severe lakeshore collapses. In
response, the City of Okoboiji held a special City Council meeting on June 25, 2024, to address these

issues and plan the way forward.

Please stay updated by visiting our website at www.okobojicity.com. If your lakeshore has eroded or
collapsed, please complete the online form provided by the Iowa DNR found on our website. The City
of Okoboiji is also reviewing its lakeshore landscaping ordinance to facilitate efficient collaboration with
property owners, engineers, landscapers, the Iowa DNR, and all other relevant entities for lakeshore
restoration. In the interim, property owners are encouraged to clear debris out of the water and establish

immediate erosion control measures.

For information on water levels and other emergency responses, please visit Dickinson County

Emergency Management at www.dcem.us.

FISCAL YEAR 2025—The City of Okoboji’s fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30, meaning we
have just begun Fiscal Year 2025. For FY2025, the City has adopted a consolidated general fund levy of
$3.99 per $1,000 of taxable valuation, a 16% decrease from the previous rate of $4.75 per $1,000 for the
past six years. A citizen guide to the City’s budget will be available on our website in the coming weeks.

PREMIER COMMUNICATIONS—Premier Communications is starting work in Okoboji to install
new fiber optic lines through the City’s right-of-ways. Residents may notice utility marking flags and
ground work disruption in the right-of-ways adjacent to their properties. This installation project has
begun and is excepted to be completed by the end of 2024.

HIGHWAY 71 RECONSTRUCTION—The Iowa DOT has completed the Spring 2024 portion of
the Highway 71 reconstruction project. Favorable spring weather conditions allowed the Iowa DOT to
complete more work than anticipated within Okoboji. While the project will continue in the Fall 2024, all
major roadway sections in the City of Okoboiji are now complete.
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THE SPEIER PARK MERRY-GO ROUND, MONKEY BARS, AND CLIMBING DOME
WILL BE REAUCTIONED THIS MONTH. PLEASE SEE THE BACK SIDE OF THIS
NEWSLETTER FOR MORE INFORMATION.

2024 University of Okoboji
Homecoming Races

July 20, 2024

More information at:
okobojichamber.com




date.

PLAYGROUND AUCTION—In 2023, the City auctioned off all equipment from the
existing Speier Park playground. This process was highly successful and revenues from this
auction are being applied to the playground renovation project. However, due to unforeseen
project delays, one of the winning bidders had to withdraw their bid for the merry-go-round,
climbing dome, and monkey bars. The City will re-auction these items in beginning July 15,
2024. The auction will be hosted on GovDeals.com, the same site used for the previous
auction. All relevant information will be posted on the City’s website leading up to the auction

SPEIER PARK—Starting in late Summer 2024, the City
of Okoboji will begin the Speier Park playground
revitalization project, which involves a complete overhaul
of the playground and its surfacing. Full renderings are
available on the City’s website. To ensure completion
before winter, the playground will be closed starting in
early August. As official dates become available, the City
will  post -
signage and
provide
additional
information

on our

website.

FIREWORKS—Chapter 41.12
prohibits the use of fireworks within
the City of Okoboji. Specifically, it

states, “It is unlawful for any person
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WELCOME OFFICER HUNTER CLAYTON-The
City of Okoboji is pleased to welcome a new officer to
the Okoboji Police Department, Officer Hunter Clayton.
Hunter Clayton, an Iowa Law Enforcement Certified
Officer, brings valuable experience form his previous
roles with the cities of Spirit Lake and Cherokee. The
City Council officially welcomed Officer Clayton and his
family at the June 11 City Council meeting, where Mayor
VanderWoude administered the Oath of Office. Officer
Clayton will take over patrol duties from Officer
Zigrang, who will
his
role as the shared

begin new
for
of
and
Park.
are
Chief
Petersen
Officer

Investigator
the  Cities
Okoboji
Arnolds
Pictured
Police
Jason

and

Clayton.

CLEAN UP DAY—Thank you
for everyone who participated in
the annual City of Okoboji Clean | &
Up Day on June 3, 2024. City
Staff collected approximately six

'a.v B Located behind the

=l playground, this addition
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you family. We appreciate
¢ Okobotree
partnership!

tons of material, which was either for their

recycled or taken to the landfill.

WATER QUALITY REPORT- The 2023 Water Quality Report can be
found online at www.okobojicity.com/general-services. Once on this page,
scroll down to the WATER section to find the link to the report.

CITY STAFF-Congratulations to the following staff members who have
celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter: Police Chief Jason Petersen (33
years) and Deputy City Clerk Jill Verdoorn (6 years). The City of Okoboji appreciates

all that you do for our community on a year-round basis.

DID YOU KNOW? In total, there is 120+ years of combined experience among all
City Staff members.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES-Please be advised that the City of
Okoboji Municipal Code states that pickup campers, recreational vehicles,
and motor homes may be stored, provided however that the owner of the
propetty is in fact the actual owner and further provided that said units may
not be occupied. In addition, the unit must be stored in the REAR YARD
of any one residence, and storage shall be in an INCONSPICUOUS
LOCATION. Property owners who are in violation of this ordinance may
be subject to a municipal infraction for each day that the violation exists.

A list of campgrounds in the Iowa Great Lakes can be found at

www.vacationokoboji.com/stay.

2024/2025 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS:

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the
agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. Agendas are posted on the City’s website, the Okoboji Kum and Go, the Okoboji Post Office, and
City Hall. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.

July 9 | Aug. 13 | Sep. 10 | Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 10 | Jan 14 | Feb 11 | March 11 | April 8 | May 13 | June 10

To reach out directly to the Council, email council@okobojicity.com




