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Stake Out Road Improvements: 

Work on Stake Out Road from Highway 71 past Chalstrom Beach Road began in early September and is now 

substantially complete. The road has reopened to through traffic with the project successfully addressing 

necessary street repairs while significantly enhancing pedestrian, cyclist, and motor vehicle safety in the area. 

Highway 71 Project: 

A ribbon cutting ceremony on November 1 marked the substantial completion of the Highway 71 project. 

Completed in four phases over two years, the project was carefully staged to keep the summer season free of 

construction. The City of Okoboji thanks the Iowa Department of Transportation for minimizing disruptions 

during peak months.  

Dixon Beach Shoreline Repair: 

Repairs were made to the Dixon Beach shoreline, which collapsed during the June 2024 rainfall events. The City 

removed the damaged seawall and reinforced the shoreline with riprap to prevent future erosion. These repair 

costs are expected to be largely reimbursed through funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

and the Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management. 

Speier Park: 

Renovations at Speier Park are nearly complete with only a few punch list 

items remaining. Families are already enjoying the new playground 

equipment, and additional site furniture will be ordered over the winter. A 

formal grand opening is planned for Spring 2025 once everything is 

finalized and grass is established. Initiated in 2020, these renovations have 

put an exclamation point on the quiet gem that is Okoboji’s Speier Park. 

We look forward to seeing families make lasting memories in this vibrant 

new playground.  



CITY STAFF - Congratulations to the following staff members who 

have celebrated their “Workiversaries” this past quarter. Tim Jensen (28 

years), Neal Houge (25 years), Thad Thomas (5 years), and Officer Josh 

Zigrang (5 years). The City of Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our 

community on a year-round basis.  

DID YOU KNOW? - In total, there are 132 years of combined experience 

amongst all City Staff members.  

2025 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the 

agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. Agendas are posted on the City’s website, the Okoboji Kum and Go, the Okoboji Post Office, and 

City Hall. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.  

 Jan. 14 | Feb. 11 | March 11 | April 8 | May 13 | June 10 | July 8 | Aug. 12 | Sep. 9 | Oct. 14 | Nov. 11 | Dec. 9  

To reach out directly to the Council, find their email address on the City’s website. 

 

SNOW REMOVAL - Please keep parked cars off of City streets during and 

after snow events. (City of Okoboji Code, Chapter 69.10). Parked cars are 

both an obstacle and a hazard for plows clearing the streets. Please give City 

Staff room when operating snow plows. 

PLEASE DO NOT PUSH YOUR SNOW ONTO THE CITY 

STREET AFTER THE PLOWS HAVE CLEARED THE STREET.  

SNOWMOBILES AND ATVs - Operation is 

permissible on City of Okoboji streets but is not 

permissible within Speier Park. Snowmobiles and 

ATVs are allowed on designated segments of the 

Dickinson County Spine Trail during the winter 

months only. ATVs are permissible on Highway 71, 

but snowmobiles are not. The City of Okoboji does 

not issue any additional permitting for these types of 

recreational vehicles; however, users are encouraged to 

reach out to Dickinson County and the Iowa DNR to 

ensure no other permitting is necessary. 

Planning and Zoning Commission - The City of Okoboji is pleased to welcome Matt Lanfear and Barry Nadler to the Planning and 

Zoning Commission. They succeed Chairperson Perry Pearson and Commissioner Hank Grant, who have dedicated many years of 

service to the City of Okoboji. Pearson served on the Commission since 2002, contributing 22 years to the City, while Grant served 

since 2006, providing 18 years of commitment. We extend our gratitude to both for their service and dedication, and we look forward 

to the perspectives and contributions of Lanfear and Nadler. 

At the next Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, a new Chairperson will be selected to succeed Pearson in this role.  

The City Council has adopted Ordinance 279 which reduced the term length for Planning and Zoning Commission members from five 

years to three years. This change aims to encourage greater interest and participation when vacancies arise.  

Board of Adjustment - The City welcomes Wendy Vaubel to the Board of Adjustment who succeeds former Chairperson Owen 

Primavera.  At a Board’s recent meeting, Steve Dulin was appointed as the new Chairperson. Congratulations to Dulin on this role, and 

we look forward to Vaubel’s contributions to the Board.   

FISCAL YEAR 2026 BUDGET - In the months leading up to April 30th, 

municipalities throughout Iowa are working through financial evaluations 

and planning for Fiscal Year 2026. Despite the seemingly distant deadline, 

adherence to various statutorily mandated procedures, mailings, hearings, 

and Council deliberations is imperative to ensure the budget’s certification 

from the State of Iowa. 

City Staff and the City’s Finance Committee work closely together to 

ensure that the City of Okoboji submits a budget that is committed to 

delivering top-tier services to our residents while maintaining one of the 

lowest property tax rates in the State of Iowa.  

If you ever have any questions on this process, please contact Michael       

at 712-332-2250. 

DICKINSON ALERT -  Did you know that you can 

sign up for ‘Dickinson Alert’ to receive various types of 

notifications including severe weather alerts, snow 

removal alerts, road closures, utility disruptions, and 

more? Alerts can be delivered via text message, phone 

call, or email. To sign up for this informational service, 

just visit the City’s website at www.okobojicity.com and 

click on the Dickinson Alert button along the left side 

of the page.  

Stay safe on the 

ice this year.  

Remember, no 

ice is 100% safe! 


