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UNDERSTANDING YOUR PROPERTY TAX STATEMENT

In late March, property owners received a statement from the Dickinson County Auditot’s Office, requited by the
Code of Iowa, titled “School, County, and City Budget Year Statement to Taxpayers.” The intent of this
statement is to notify taxpayers about proposed property tax requests for the applicable school district, county, and
city and to inform taxpayers about the public hearing on April 8, 2025, at 5:30PM regarding the City’s tax levy.

Some information in the statement you received may be misleading regarding the change in tax rates
from the current year (FY25) to the next (FY26). The examples on the back of the statement suggest a 10%
increase in assessed property values, which may create confusion about tax rate changes. For FY20, the City of
Okoboji is proposing to keep the same property tax rate as last year. Additionally, property assessments should not
change much for this fiscal year unless improvements were made or the property was sold. Lastly, the State of Iowa
is increasing the residential property tax rollback rate for FY26, meaning compared to FY25, a larger portion of a
property’s value will be subject to taxation.

As a result of all of the aforementioned factors, the table below is a more accurate estimated tax impact from the
City for FY26:

Change Stated in Statement  Actual Expected Change Midwest CPI (Feb.)

Residential Property 12.43% 2.35% 3.10%

Commercial Property 13.97% <2.35% 3.10%

In FY25, the City lowered its tax rate from $4.75 to $3.99 resulting in a 16% decrease in the City’s property tax
levy. The City remains committed to responsible budgeting and fiscal planning.

The City Council will hold a required public hearing on April 8, 2025, at 5:30PM prior to the regularly scheduled
monthly council meeting. The final budget for FY26 will not exceed the proposed tax rate of $3.99 per $1,000 of

assessed valuation.
City property tax dollars help fund essential services, including:
e Okoboji Police Department
e Arnolds-Park Okoboji Fire and Rescue
e Public Works and Infrastructure
e  Parks and Recreation

e  General Government Operations

The City’s share of your total property tax bill is approximately 19%, and Okoboji’s tax levy of $3.99 remains one
of the lowest in Iowa. For questions about your property tax calculation, please contact City Hall at 712-332-2550.

( CITY OF
== OKOBOJI

Mayor:
Mary VanderWoude

Council:

Julie Andres
Jim Delperdang
Jim Hentges
Walter Mendenhall
Dan Sanders

City Administrator:
Michael Meyers

Deputy City Clerk:
Jill Verdoorn

Public Works:

Neal Houge

Tim Jensen
Thad Thomas

Police Chief:
Jason Petersen

Officers:
Scott Colt
Hunter Clayton
Brent Sexton
Josh Zigrang

City of Okoboji
1322 Highway 71 N
PO Box 377
Okoboji, IA 51360
712.332.2550

IOWA GREAT LAKES

WALLEYE WEEKEND,

2025 Towa Great Lakes
Walleye Weekend

May 3-4, 2025

More information at

Ry ebelhambereem




AT
CITY STAFF - Congratulations to Deputy City Clerk Jill Verdoorn! This winter Jill earned the designation of an Iowa Certified
Municipal Clerk. The Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association in conjunction with Iowa State University and the Iowa League of
Cities sponsor the Iowa Municipal Officials Certification Program. This state certification program insures a continuous educational
commitment to establish and maintain competent administration for city governance. Jill completed 104-hours of course work in what
truly is both a great accomplishment and a tremendous value to the City of Okoboji.

Further congratulations is due to the following staff members who have celebrated their “Workiversaties” this past quarter: City
Administrator Michael Meyers (7 years), Police Officer Brent Sexton (9 years), and Police Officer Scott Colt (7 years). The City of
Okoboji appreciates all that you do for our community on a year round basis!

DID YOU KNOW? In total, there is 135 years of combined experience among all City Staff members.

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY - The date for Spring HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS:

Clean Up Day will be Monday, June 2, 2025. Be sure
to check the City’s website closer to the date for further

Okoboji City Hall - 712-332-2550

) ) ) ) Waste Management - 888-960-0008
information and instruction.

Dickinson County Landfill - 712-336-3980

SPEIER PARK - Please be considerate around the

Alliant Energy - 800-255-4268
newly renovated Speier Park playground as the City

works to grow grass in this area. Black Hills Energy - 888-890-5554

Picnic tables, a bicycle rack, and trash cans have been Towa Great Lakes Sanitary District - 712-338-2626

ordered to complete site furnishings. Dickinson County Dispatch (Non Emetgency) - 712-336-2525

Okoboji Police Department (Non Emergency) - 712-332-7845

- YARD WASTE - Yard waste collection
" will resume on Wednesday, April 9, Dickinson County Regional Collection Center - 712-338-2549

2025, weather permitting. Please visit AP/O Fite and Rescue (Non Emergency) - 712-332-5260

“* our website to review all the parameters B
Okoboji Post Office - 712-332-2466

= relating to this service.
Dickinson County Courthouse - 712-336-6333

NEW WEBSITE - Be sure to check out the City’s . .
. . . Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery (Iowa DNR) - 712-336-1840
newly redesigned website at www.okobojicity.com! The

website allows for a more modern feel and a more Iowa Great Lakes Chamber - 712-332-2107

mobile friendly interface. Okoboji Tourism - 712-332-2209

INTERESTED IN SETTING UP YOUR WATER
ACCOUNT ON AUTO PAY? - Call City Hall and we

L . . DID YOU KNOW if you visit the City’s website, under Services is a document
are more than happy to assist in this easy and efficient

titled the ‘COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDE.” This document lists dozens of

process.

UTILITY FLAGS - Premier Communications and
H&D Underground have resumed right-of-way work
within the City of Okoboji. Crews are working to install
fiber optics throughout the Iowa Great Lakes region.
While a significant portion of our city has been
completed, there is still work to be done in the southern
half of the City. If you see locate flags near your
property, chances are this is why.

other services offered in Dickinson County.

DICKINSON ALERT - Did you know that you can sign up for
‘Dickinson Alert’ to receive various types of notifications
including severe weather alerts, snow removal alerts, road

closures, and more? Alerts can be

utility  disruptions,

A

Subscribe to
Notifications

delivered

via text message, phone call, or email. To sign up for this informational

service, just visit the City’s website at www.okobojicity.com and click on the

Subscribe to Notifications icon in the Top Services section.

2025 CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS:

City Council meetings are held at City Hall (1322 Highway 71 N, Okoboji, Iowa 51355) and are open to the public. Residents are encouraged to check the
agenda prior to the meeting to verify the meeting location. Agendas are posted on the City’s website, the Okoboji Kum and Go, the Okoboji Post Office, and
City Hall. All Council meetings are held at 6:00pm. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to City Staff directly.

Jan. 14 | Feb. 11 | March 11 | April 8 | May 13 | June 10 | July 8 | Aug. 12 | Sep. 9 | Oct. 14 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 9

To reach out directly to the Council, find their email address on the City’s website.




