CITY OF OKOBOJI BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING MINUTES FROM MAY 4, 2026 — 6:00PM
OKOBOIJI CITY HALL, 1322 HIGHWAY 71 N., OKOBOII, IOWA 51355

The Board of Adjustment met on the above date at 6:00PM in the Okoboji City Hall. Board
Members Dulin, Liesveld, Norland, Reed and Vaubel were present. Others present were Bev
Berkland, Jone Voss, and Debbie Parks.

Board Member Dulin chaired the meeting.

Motion made by Board Member Vaubel and a second by Board Member Reed to approve the
meeting minutes from May 4, 2026. The following Board Members voted “AYE”: Dulin, Liesveld,
Norland, Reed, Vaubel. Motion approved 5-0.

Chairperson Dulin opened a public hearing to consider a variance request submitted by Jone
Elizabeth Voss, owner of Lot 1, Okoboji Meadows Subdivision. The applicant is seeking approval
to construct a new single-family residence that would encroach 10.97 feet into the required
northern setback and 4.31 feet into the required western setback, contrary to Section 5.5 of the
City of Okoboji Zoning Code. The applicant also requested that the front yard for the property be
designated as facing Julia Street rather than Eloise Street.

Jone Voss provided an overview of her request. Voss stated that the right-of-way, particularly
along the northern side of the property, creates an unusually large setback and would result in a
narrow building envelope. Voss also requested that the front yard be designated as Julia Street
rather than Eloise Street due to the curvature of Eloise Street and her belief that Julia Street
would provide a safer access point. Voss further noted that the lot is being treated as both a
through lot and a double corner lot, resulting in unusually restrictive setback requirements.

Chairperson Dulin agreed that, from a traffic and safety standpoint, designating Julia Street as
the front yard made sense.

Bev Berkland, a neighboring property owner, commented that she hoped orienting the property
toward Julia Street would generally help slow traffic on Julia Street.

Voss commented that the house across the street was not held to the same setback standards
being considered for her property.

Chairperson Dulin closed the public hearing.

Board Member Liesveld asked City Administrator Michael Meyers to provide additional
information regarding the unusually large right-of-way. Meyers explained that the Sanborn



Avenue right-of-way is 90 feet wide, providing 45 feet from the centerline. Meyers stated that
the distance from the roadway to the beginning of Voss’ property line is approximately 30 feet,
with an additional 30-foot setback required from the property line. This effectively creates
approximately a 60-foot setback from the roadway, which is unusually large for a residential
setting. Meyers also referenced a 2019 Board of Adjustment meeting involving a property on
Depot Avenue where a similar argument was made and a variance was granted.

Chairperson Dulin commented that he felt the lots within the subdivision were platted too
narrowly to begin with.

Board Member Reed stated that she had no doubt that Julia Street should be considered the
front yard. Chairperson Dulin agreed.

Board Member Liesveld suggested that the Board consider each variance request individually
rather than considering all of the requested relief as a single request.

Motion made by Board Member Reed and seconded by Board Member Liesveld to designate the
front yard of the property as facing Julia Street. The following Board Members voted “AYE”: Dulin,
Liesveld, Norland, Reed, and Vaubel. Motion approved 5-0.

Chairperson Dulin noted the Board’s historical hesitancy to grant variances on vacant lots but
guestioned whether the unique circumstances associated with this particular lot outweighed that
concern.

Board Member Liesveld asked about utility easements affecting the property. Meyers discussed
a platted utility easement on the lot and noted that the easement is located within the setback
area but does not appear to directly affect the proposed construction.

Board Member Reed agreed that the setback and right-of-way to the north were unusually large
and restrictive. Reed also noted the existing house across the street.

Board Member Norland felt that the requested variance was reasonable and would assist with
the driveway configuration. Norland stated that she did not believe the requested variance on
the west side was necessary.

Motion made by Board Member Liesveld and seconded by Board Member Norland to approve a
10.97-foot encroachment into the required northern setback. The following Board Members
voted “AYE”: Dulin, Liesveld, Norland, Reed, and Vaubel. Motion approved 5-0.

Board Member Vaubel stated that she understood the circumstances supporting the requested
northern encroachment but had greater concerns with the requested western encroachment.
Vaubel felt that the required western setback, as established by the City’s zoning regulations,
was reasonable and should be maintained.



Motion made by Board Member Vaubel and seconded by Board Member Reed to deny the
requested 4.31-foot encroachment into the required western setback. The following Board
Members voted “AYE”: Dulin, Liesveld, Norland, Reed, and Vaubel. Motion approved 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT.

Steve Dulin, Chair

Michael Meyers, City Administrator



