MINUTES OF THE CITY OF OKOBOJI PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2026 AT 5:30PM

The Planning and Zoning Commission met at the above date and time at the Okoboji City Hall. Commission
members present were Barry Nadler, Doris Welle, and Barbara Mendenhall. Commission members
McMahon and Lanfear were excused. Others present were City Administrator Michael Meyers.

Motion made by Commissioner Nadler and a second by Commissioner Welle to approve the previous
meeting minutes which took place on June 1, 2026. Commission members Nadler, Welle and Mendenhall
voted “AYE”. Motion approved 3-0.

The Commission opened a public hearing to consider and make a recommendation to the City Council
regarding an amendment to Section 11.4.5 to reclassify “Park and Recreation Services” from a principal
permitted civic use to a conditional civic use within the R-1 Single Family Residential District.

There were no comments received in favor of, in opposition to, or in a neutral position regarding the
proposed amendment.

City Administrator Meyers explained that the intent of allowing “Park and Recreation Services” as a
permitted use within the R-1 district was likely to allow governmental subdivisions to establish
neighborhood parks. However, he noted that the current definition also allows for private facilities.

Meyers explained that, under the current zoning provisions, a property owner could potentially own a
vacant residential lot and build a tennis court, pickleball court, swimming pool, or similar recreational
facility as the principal use of the property. He raised the question of whether a park or sports facility
should be permitted as the sole use and structure on a residential lot. The Commission discussed potential
concerns related to parking and noise.

Meyers explained that classifying “Park and Recreation Services” as a conditional use would provide
additional review and regulation through the approval process, including notification to neighboring
property owners and two public meetings. He noted that the proposed amendment would not prohibit
these types of uses but would add an additional level of review before approval. Meyers stated that he
felt this was the simplest approach to address the issue.

Commissioner Nadler suggested that the Commission consider making the same revision to the R-2
district.

A motion was made by Commissioner Nadler and seconded by Commissioner Mendenhall to recommend
approval of the proposed amendment to the City Council. Commissioners Nadler, Welle, and Mendenhall
voted “AYE.” Motion approved, 3-0.

City Administrator Meyers discussed other zoning-related items and potential priorities for the
Commission, including development of a comprehensive plan, review of the sign ordinance, lakeshore
landscaping and consideration of commercial zoning uses.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55PM.

Michael Meyers, City Administrator



