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CHAPTER 147 –  REVISIONS FOR NEW ORDINANCE  

PUBLIC HEARING OCTOBER 13, 2026 @ 6:00PM 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING PUBLIC LAKE ACCESS AREAS 

 

147.01 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to establish policies and regulations 

governing the use of public lake access areas so that fairness, uniformity, and consistency may 

be applied in the issuance of dock and hoist privileges extending from these access areas and to 

designate maintenance responsibilities and to define the rights of the general public and those 

persons to whom privileges have been approved.  

 

147.02 DEFINITIONS.    

“Abandonment” shall mean the voluntary relinquishment or failure to actively exercise a dock 

assignment or hoist privilege. Evidence of abandonment may include, but is not limited to, failure 

to renew the assignment, failure to maintain the required insurance, nonpayment of fees, or 

failure to place and maintain a watercraft or personal watercraft upon the assigned hoist during 

the boating season (June through August). Temporary removal of a watercraft for maintenance, 

use on another body of water, or similar reasons shall not constitute abandonment provided the 

holder of the hoist privilege notifies the City of the reason for such removal and anticipated 

duration thereof. The City Council shall determine whether abandonment has occurred based on 

the circumstances.  

“Applicant” shall mean any person or persons who submits an application to the City seeking a 

Dock Assignment or Hoist Privilege under this chapter.  

“Dock Assignment” shall mean the right to participate in the installation and maintenance of a 

dock structure extending from City-owned lakefront property.  

“Hoist Privilege” shall mean the annual authorization by the City to a holder of a Dock Assignment 

to place and maintain one boat hoist or one personal watercraft hoist, as applicable, within the 

designated Public Access Area in accordance with this chapter.  A Hoist Privilege does not grant 

ownership, exclusive possession, or control of any portion of the Public Access Area and is subject 

to all limitations, conditions, and restrictions imposed by this chapter and applicable Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources requirements.  

“Household” shall mean one or more persons occupying and maintaining a dwelling unit. For 

purposes of this chapter, a Household shall include the owners and immediate family of the 

owners.  
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“Immediate Family” shall mean a spouse, parents, children, grandchildren, siblings, and any trust, 

corporation, limited liability company, partnership, or other entity established for the benefit of, 

or controlled by, such persons.  

“Public Access” shall mean any tract, parcel, easement, or right-of-way adjacent to and fronting 

upon a body of water that is owned, dedicated to, or otherwise under the control of the City and 

intended to provide public access to the lake. A Public Access Area includes the upland area, 

shoreline, and any docks, hoists, appurtenances, or improvements located thereon or extending 

therefrom. This term shall not include City owned parks that are intended primarily for public 

recreation and not for the placement of docks, hoists, or related structures.  

“Public Access Map” shall be kept and maintained by the City identifying the location and 

boundaries of each Public Access Area subject to this chapter. Such map shall be maintained on 

file with the City Clerk and may be amended from time-to-time by motion of the City Council. 

Where the boundaries of a Public Access Area are not established by recorded legal description, 

plat, or survey, the boundaries depicted on the Public Access Map shall control. In preparing and 

interpreting such map, the City will utilize adjoining lot lines, lot pins, historical use, customary 

parcel configurations, surveys, plats, and other evidence deemed relevant. The City Council shall 

have final authority to determine the location and extent of any Public Access Area, and such 

determined shall be conclusive.  

147.03 PROCEDURES FOR ISSURANCE OF DOCK PRIVILEGES.  

1.  Application Requirements. Applicants shall complete a City-approved application 

form and submit proof of property ownership, proof of liability insurance, and any 

information required by the City. Such information may include, but is not limited to: 

a.  Identification and contact information for applicant; 

b.  Whether the application is for a dock only or a hoist spot on an existing 

dock; 

c.  Boat make, model, and dimensions; Boat dimensions shall be measured 

from the bow of the boat to the end of any swim platforms.  

d.  Hoist make, model, and dimensions; and 

e.  Any additional information deemed necessary by the City. 

All required fields on the application must be filled out for an application to be considered 

and any falsification of an application may be grounds for privilege revocation. 

The application form shall contain all disclosures, acknowledgements, indemnification 

provisions and other legal requirements. Applicants shall acknowledge and agree to such 

provisions as a condition of approval.  
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2. Notification of Existing Users.  Upon receipt of a completed application, the City 

shall notify the designated contact person for the applicable public access area advising 

of the application and will provide all contact information for the dock contact person and 

other users of the public access.  

3. Annual Term. Except as otherwise provided in Section 147.08, all dock and hoist 

authorizations shall be issued on an annual basis and shall expire on December 31 of each 

calendar year until renewed.  

4. Application Deadline. The annual application period shall be open until the 

second Monday of March by 4:00PM. Any applications submitted after the deadline shall 

be considered for the following calendar year. Failure to submit the required application 

and fees by the deadline shall constitute abandonment of the assignment and the location 

shall be offered to the next eligible applicant on the waiting list.  

5. Fees.  

(a) Prior to issuance of a dock or hoist privilege, all applicable fees shall be 

paid by the applicant. Applicants placed on a waiting list shall not be required to 

pay any applicable fee until a hoist privilege is approved.  

 (b) Fees shall be assessed on a per-hoist basis.  

 (c) A dock fee shall be assessed for each dock and should be divided equitably 

among the members of the Dock Group. The dock fee shall be paid to the City by 

the designated Dock Group contact person or their designee.  

(d) Fees are established by Resolution as part of the City of Okoboji Fee 

Schedule.  

 

6.  Liability Insurance. Applicants shall maintain liability insurance in the amount not 

less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) and shall provide proof of such coverage 

annually.  

Applicants shall require their insurance carrier to name the City as an additional insured 

(not merely a certificate holder).  The Applicant shall provide proof of this additional 

insured status to the City. Naming the City as an additional insured does not waive any 

governmental defense/immunity available to the City under Iowa Code Chapter 670 or 

otherwise. 
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147.04 CRITERIA FOR DOCKS AND RELATED STRUCTURES. The City shall require holders of dock 

assignments and hoist privileges to comply with the criteria set forth below. However, the City 

reserves the right to impose more stringent criteria from time to time as experience dictates.  

1.  Materials and Dimensions. All docks shall be constructed or reconstructed with 

materials and dimensions that conform to applicable criteria in the DNR’s dock rules.  

2.  Auxiliary Equipment and Facilities.   

(a) A household holding a hoist privilege may either maintain: 

 (1) One boat hoist; or 

(2) One personal watercraft hoist accommodating not more than two 

personal watercraft. 

(b) A household may be authorized up to two (2) hoist spaces at the same public 

access area provided sufficient space is available and there is no other eligible 

applicant on the waiting list for a hoist space at the public access area.  

(c) A household may be granted a second hoist space if space is available after 

accommodating all eligible applicants. A second hoist space is a conditional 

privilege and shall not create a permanent right to that additional space.  

(d) If an eligible applicant is placed on a waiting list for a hoist space at a public 

access area and there is insufficient space to accommodate that applicant, the 

applicant holding two (2) hoist spaces is the lowest in priority and shall relinquish 

its second hoist space effective December 31 to make space available to an eligible 

applicant on the waiting list for the following season. 

(e) Hoist privileges shall be used exclusively by the holder of the dock assignment 

or hoist privilege and shall not be leased, rented, sublicensed, assigned, or 

otherwise provided for the benefit of another person.   

(f) No boat hoist or personal watercraft hoist located within or associated with a 

public access area shall exceed thirty-two (32) feet in overall length or twelve (12) 

feet in overall width, inclusive of all framework, canopies, and appurtenances. This 

dimensional limitation does not include any attached catwalks. Any hoist 

exceeding these dimensions shall be prohibited.   

(g) A hoist privilege shall not constitute ownership or exclusive use of any portion 

of the dock.  

3.  Rafts, Diving Boards, and Other Recreational Structures. Rafts, diving boards and 

similar recreational structures shall not be allowed within public access areas.  
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4.  Privilege Duration, Nontransferability, and Cancellation. Dock assignments and 

hoist privileges shall remain subject to the annual renewal process established in Section 

147.03.  

(a) Assignments shall not be transferable except that immediate family 

members may continue an assignment without loss of priority upon transfer of 

ownership.  

(b) Assignments may be revoked by the City for any cause.  

5.  Winter Storage of Dock Materials. Docks shall be removed from the lake by 

November 15 of each year. All dock materials stored on the lakeshore public area must 

be stored in a neat, safe, and orderly manner so as not to obstruct public pedestrian 

access along the walkway or from the walkway to the shoreline. Docks must be placed in 

the lake or removed from public land by Memorial Day each year. Boat hoists stored 

during the winter on public land shall meet the same requirements stated above or be 

stored on private property or another location if these requirements cannot be met.  

6.  Responsibility for Construction and Maintenance. Holders of dock assignments 

and hoist privileges shall be responsible for construction, installation, and removal of 

docks. Those named on the application shall be solely responsible for the safe condition 

of the dock at all times and specifically further agree to maintain and keep the access free 

of weeds, litter, and other debris. Maintenance of the access shall at all times be 

compatible with private properties on either side of the access. For purposes of carrying 

out the responsibilities authorized under this ordinance, the holder of a valid dock 

assignment or hoist privilege is authorized to apply for and obtain any permit required by 

the City for limited construction, installation, or maintenance associated with the Public 

Access. Such authority is limited and does not constitute a general right to construct, alter, 

or landscape public property without approval from the City.  

7.  Electrical Facilities. Electric facilities must include ground fault interrupter systems 

and installation must comply with applicable local building codes, or National Electric 

Code (NFPA) if local codes are not in effect. 

8.  Bulk Fuel. No bulk fuel, explosive, hazardous material, or fuel distribution line will 

be allowed on public property.  

9.  Retaining Walls and Steps. Existing retaining walls and steps may be used if 

maintained in good repair and are safe for public use.  

10.  Storage Buildings. Storage buildings of any type are not allowed on public access 

areas. 
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11. Mooring and Boat Storage. No watercraft shall be tied, moored, anchored, or 

stored at a public access area except in emergency situations or for active loading and 

unloading for those with dock or hoist privileges.  

The placement or use of mooring balls associated with public access assignments is 

prohibited.  

12.  Parking. No vehicle, trailer, boat trailer, ATV, UTV, golf cart, recreational vehicle, 

or similar equipment shall be parked or stored within a public access area unless parking 

is provided and designated. This does not prohibit an individual from utilizing otherwise 

legal on-street parking.  

13. Each dock shall designate a contact person who shall serve as the City’s point of 

contact. Notice to such contact person shall constitute notice to all dock participants.  

14. Dock Layout. The layout, configuration, and allocation of dock space within a 

Public Access Area shall be the responsibility of the holders of Dock Assignments and Hoist 

Privileges (The “Dock Group”) within that Public Access Area. The City is not responsible 

for determining, directing or managing the placement of individual docks or hoists within 

the Public Access area except when necessary to enforce compliance with this chapter or 

other applicable Iowa Department of Natural Resources regulations. The Dock Group shall 

be responsible for coordinating among themselves the equitable placement of dock 

structures and hoist locations. No applicant within the Dock Group shall have greater 

seniority, priority, authority, or control over the placement or allocation of any dock or 

hoist based solely upon the length of time the holder has held a Dock Assignment or Hoist 

Privilege, and all members of the Dock Group shall cooperate and make such adjustments 

as are reasonably necessary to achieve an equitable and functional layout. In the event 

the Dock Group is unable to reach an agreement regarding the dock or hoist layout, the 

City Council may suspend annual renewals for the affected Public Access Area until 

compliance is achieved.  

15. Storage and Obstruction of Public Access Areas. No person shall place, leave, 

store, or maintain any personal property within a Public Access area, including but not 

limited to chairs, tables, fire pits, grills, coolers, dock boxes, or similar items except as may 

be temporarily necessary or immediately being used in the area. Any property left 

unattended or stored is in violation of this section and may be removed by the City 

without notice.  
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147.05 ELIGIBILITY FOR DOCK PRIVILEGES; WAITING LISTS; RIGHTS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC.  

(1)  Dock and hoist privileges shall be available only to single-family and two-family 

(duplex) residential property owners whose property lies within three hundred and five 

(305) feet of the public access area for which privileges are sought. 

(2) It is not the intent of this ordinance for multi-family residential, condominium, or 

any planned unit development to be eligible for privileges.  

(3) The City shall maintain an official eligibility map identifying all properties eligible 

for each public access area. Such map shall be maintained on file at City Hall. 

(a.) If a property owner contends that their property lies within the three 

hundred and five (305) foot eligibility radius of a public access area but such 

property is not identified as eligible on the City’s official eligibility map, the burden 

of proving eligibility shall rest with the property owner. At the property owner’s 

sole expenses, the owner shall provide a survey or other documentation prepared 

by a licensed land surveyor demonstrating compliance with the distance 

requirement.  

(4) Eligibility for dock and hoist privileges shall be limited to residents and property 

owners of the City whose dwelling unit is located within three hundred and five (305) feet 

of the applicable public access area. Vacant lots shall not qualify for eligibility. Non-owner 

occupants may qualify for dock and hoist privileges provided they continuously occupy 

the dwelling unit for a period of not less than twelve (12) months and provide the City a 

written lease or other documentation satisfactory to the City evidencing such occupancy.  

(5) In cases where multiple contiguous parcels are held under common ownership, 

such ownership shall be treated as a single eligible household for purposes of eligibility 

under this chapter. Each primary dwelling unit (excluding accessory dwelling units) within 

a Public Access Area shall be eligible for one (1) hoist privilege at that Public Access Area. 

An applicant who owns more than one primary dwelling unit at the same Public Access 

Area may receive one (1) hoist privilege for each dwelling unit. Additional hoist privileges 

per dwelling unit shall be subject to the provisions of Section 147.04.02. 

(6) Eligibility for dock and hoist privileges shall exclude any applicant who is a littoral 

property owner with respect to the specific public access area for which an application is 

being made. Ownership of littoral property elsewhere within the City shall not, by itself, 

disqualify an applicant from eligibility for a separate public access area, provided the 

applicant also owns or occupies qualifying property within the applicable three hundred 

and five (305) foot eligibility radius for that separate access area. The City Council may 

grant an exception on a case-by-case basis where necessary to achieve efficient dock 

layout, eliminate or consolidate private dock configurations, or otherwise improve safety, 

spacing or functionality within a public access area.  
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(7) The City shall maintain a waitlist for each public access area. A waiting list shall be 

established and maintained for any public access area that has reached full capacity as 

determined by applicable Iowa Department of Natural Resources requirements. 

(a) Applicants shall be placed on the waiting list for each public access area in 

chronological order based upon the date and time a complete application is 

received by the City Clerk. Vacancies shall be offered to eligible applicants in the 

same order in which their completed applications were received.  

(b) Existing holders of dock assignments and hoist privileges shall retain such 

assignments and privileges each year so long as the holder continues to comply 

with the applicable requirements of this chapter and any applicable Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources requirements. 

(c) When a location on the public access becomes available due to 

termination, abandonment, or transfer to a non-family member, the assignment 

shall be offered to the next eligible applicant on the waiting list.  

(d) An eligible applicant may be listed on the waiting lists for more than one 

public access area. Upon issuance of a hoist privilege at any public access area, the 

applicant shall automatically forfeit and be removed from all other public access 

waiting lists.  

(8) A household may only have dock or hoist privileges at one public access area 

unless otherwise provided for in 147.04.02. 

(9) The general public shall have the right to use any public access area and any dock 

extending therefrom, except for boat hoists, provided such use does not unreasonably 

interfere with the rights of persons holding dock or hoist privileges. 

147.06 DOCK SHARING REQUIRED. Holders of dock assignments and hoist privileges shall agree 

on the equitable sharing of the costs of installation of the dock, dock materials, maintenance, 

installation of appurtenances, and removal of the dock. Failure to participate in the sharing of 

these costs may result in the loss of that household’s dock and hoist privileges, and the privilege 

being provided to the next party whose name appears numerically on the waiting list.  

147.07 COMMERCIAL USE PROHIBITED. Commercial use of any dock or appurtenances extending 

from a public access is prohibited. Commercial use means the exchange of goods or services on 

any dock on or over waters under the jurisdiction of the DNR in which the exchange of goods or 

services involves a fee, either directly or indirectly.  

147.08 EXCEPTIONS. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to public access areas under a 

dock management area agreement already in existence with the Department of Natural 

Resources. 
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Dixon Beach. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the eligibility requirements, 

waiting list provisions, dock-sharing requirements, and allocation procedures for dock 

assignments and hoist privileges established by this chapter shall not apply to docks or hoists 

serving the following properties located within the area commonly known as Dixon Beach or the 

Dixon Beach Promenade: 

3255, 3253, 3251, 3247, 3245 Lake Shore Drive; 

3119, 3115, 3111 Lake Shore Drive; 

2311, 2309, 2307, 2305, 2303, 2301 Holliday Way; 

2209, 2207, 2203, 2201 Holliday Way; 

2111, 2109, 2107, 2105, 2103, 2101 Holliday Way; 

2007, 2005, 2003 Holliday Way; 

1205 Holliday Way; and 

1913, 1914, and 1916 Funnel Street. 

The exception established herein applies only to the properties specifically identified above and 

shall not apply to the designated Public Access Area located within Dixon Beach. The designated 

Public Access Area located within Dixon Beach shall remain subject to all applicable provisions of 

this chapter, including but not limited to eligibility requirements, waiting list provisions, dock-

sharing requirements, and allocation procedures. Nothing contained in this section shall be 

construed to alter, expand, or otherwise modify the eligibility requirements applicable to the 

designated Public Access Area serving Dixon Beach. No dock assignments or hoist privileges shall 

be issued for the public swim dock area.  

Eligibility for docks and hoists located within Dixon Beach or the Dixon Beach Promenade shall 

be limited exclusively to (1) the properties identified in this section and (2) applicants otherwise 

eligible for the designated Public Access Area serving Dixon Beach pursuant to the eligibility 

requirements of this chapter. No other property owner, resident, household, or applicant shall 

be eligible to obtain a dock assignment or hoist privilege within Dixon Beach or the Dixon Beach 

Promenade. 

The owners or lawful occupants of the properties identified in this section shall obtain City 

approval through the application process established by this chapter. Dock assignments and hoist 

privileges issued under this section shall remain valid for a period of five (5) years unless sooner 

revoked, terminated, or otherwise modified pursuant to this chapter. Applicants shall pay all fees 

established by resolution of the City Council and shall maintain all insurance required by this 

chapter throughout the term of the dock assignment or hoist privilege. 
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Except as specifically provided in this section, all applicable provisions of this chapter shall apply, 

including requirements related to construction, maintenance, safety, insurance, compliance with 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources requirements, and any other requirements established 

by the City. The issuance or continuation of a five-year dock assignment or hoist privilege shall 

not create a vested property right or grant ownership, exclusive possession, or control of any 

portion of the public land or shoreline. 

The land commonly known as Dixon Beach and the Dixon Beach Promenade is public property of 

the City. All docks, hoists, and related structures authorized under this section are located upon 

or extend from public property and shall not be deemed private docks or private facilities. The 

public shall retain the right to access and use Dixon Beach, the Dixon Beach Promenade, and 

docks extending from such public property as provided in Section 147.05(4) of this chapter, 

except that the use of any permitted boat hoist shall remain reserved to the holder of the 

applicable hoist privilege. 

The addresses listed herein are intended solely to identify the properties subject to this 

exception. In the event of a future readdressing, subdivision, combination of parcels, or similar 

change in property identification, the City Council shall have final authority to determine whether 

a property is the same property intended to be included within this exception, and such 

determination shall be final. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any dock lawfully authorized by the City and 

existing within the Dixon Beach area on the effective date of this chapter that is neither 

associated with the designated Dixon Beach Public Access Area nor serving the littoral properties 

identified in this section shall be deemed a lawful nonconforming dock. Such dock may continue 

in accordance with the terms of its existing authorization and shall remain subject to all applicable 

provisions of this chapter regarding insurance, maintenance, safety, and annual renewal, except 

as otherwise expressly provided herein. Upon abandonment, termination, or revocation of the 

dock authorization, no successor dock assignment or replacement authorization shall thereafter 

be issued for that location. 

147.09 APPEALS. The City Council shall be the final authority regarding interpretation and 

administration of this chapter.  

  


